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As far-right fractures, 
we must keep 


up the pressure 


lot has happened since our 
Winter issue, much of which 
we are now reporting online, 
such as of the bitter split in 
Patriotic Alternative (PA). 
Searchlight’s inside sources meant that we 
were ahead of the game in reporting not 
simply the split itself but also the subsequent 
fallout and evolving landscape, in terms 
of new entities, such as the breakaway 
Homeland Party. Happily, the group’s first 
showing at Cannock has proved a total 
wash-out. 

Across the country, we seem to be seeing 
almost a division of labour within the far 
right, as the disparate factions seek to 
exploit issues they think will resonate with 
particular target audiences. Beyond London, 
the protests outside hotels housing refugees 
continue to be a go-to for the hardliners such 
as Britain First and the PA remnants, who 
try to draw in local support. Luckily, that 
is not happening in the numbers that were 
mustered in Skegness on the first outing in 
the town. 

Turning Point UK has chosen to focus 
on ‘culture wars’ issues such as drag queen 
storytelling events. However, these protests 
have looked more like a line-up of wanted 
posters than of concerned local parents, 
such as at the group’s repeated appearances 
in Lewisham, south London, a borough with 
a proud history of opposing the far right on 
the streets. 

On the conspiracy theory front, a 
plethora of groups has blossomed out of 
the anti-lockdown and anti-vaxx movement 
since 2020. Espousing ‘freedom’, both the 
Alliance for Democracy and Freedom and 
the Freedom Alliance became registered 
political parties, standing quite a number 
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of candidates in the May local elections. 

Another group, Together — which has also 
evolved from an anti-lockdown, anti-state, 
‘take back local control’ campaign — is now 
attempting to exploit the hot topics of traffic 
restriction schemes, such as low traffic 
neighbourhoods (LTNs), ultra low emission 
zones (ULEZ) and ’15-minute cities’. It has 
had some success in garnering the support 
of disaffected car drivers, who may not 
realise the underlying message that such 
groups are pushing. Their core motivation 
of these groups is to promote the idea that 
the traffic measures are, in reality, designed 
to further a plot for world government and 
total control by the World Economic Forum 
— and we know where the argument goes 
from there ... 

It was good to hear the news that in the 
USA four further seditious conspiracy 
convictions had been secured in the 
courts, this time against the Proud Boys, 
including the group’s leader at the time, 
Enrique Tarrio. Crucially, it was shown that, 
although Tarrio had not been present during 
the 6 January attacks in Washington, he had 
had a key role in planning and leading the 
attack on the day. There was clear evidence 
that the attack on the Capitol building had 
not been a spontaneous ‘riot’, but was a 
carefully planned course of action. 

As we go to press, we have learnt that 
Julian Leppert has lost his seat on Epping 
Forest District Council, where Redbridge 
and Epping Forest Together had campaigned 
against him for many years. We can take 
small pleasure in these little victories as we 
continue to face, as I have been saying for 
many years, the most dangerous political 
landscape since the 1930s. 

Dr Gerry Gable, editor 
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Mark Collett 


Notorious for 
his arrogance 
and disregard 
for leadership 
responsibilities 
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Britain's biggest nazi 
group fractures 


By Gerry Gable 


he UK’s largest nazi organisation 
has split down the middle. Of 
the 54 organisers in Patriotic 
Alternative (PA), 32 deserted its founder 
and leader Mark Collett in late April 


2023 and defected to a new breakaway 
movement, the Homeland Party, led by 


PA’s national admin officer Kenny Smith. 


A few weeks earlier, a smaller 
breakaway was led by Alek Yerbury, 

a former PA activist in Yorkshire to 
create the National Support Detachment 
(NSD). So the already fragmented PA 
has split three ways within a month. 

Searchlight’s sources inside PA have 
been expecting this split for months, 
after hearing persistent complaints 
about Collett’s notorious arrogance 
and disregard for basic leadership 
responsibilities. 

Much of the trouble stems from bitter 
hatreds within the British National Party 
(BNP) more than 15 years ago, when 
Collett was the main target of a dissident 
faction whose leaders included Smith 
and his then partner Nicholla Ritchie. 

At a 2006 BNP organisers conference 
in Blackpool, Smith was one of the main 
critics of Collett, and his then ally Dave 
Hannam, for inappropriate behaviour 


with 14- and 15-year-old girls. It was 
Smith who obtained video footage from 
one of the girls. While persuading them 
not to go to the press, he used the footage 
to urge disciplinary action against 
Collett. 

When BNP leader Nick Griffin 
eventually sided with Collett over a series 
of scandals, Smith was co-leader of an 
attempted coup that split the party in 
December 2007. Many observers inside 
and outside PA were surprised when 
Collett and Smith buried the hatchet, 
and Smith accepted the same job title in 
PA (national admin officer) he had held 
in Griffin’s BNP. 

What this actually shows is not 
Collett’s magnanimity, but a continuing 
lack of talent and experience within the 
British far right. In fact, the real surprise 
of the latest PA split is not that Smith has 
proven disloyal, but that (so far) his old 
ally from BNP days, PA’s Eastern region 
organiser Steve Blake, has remained 
loyal to Collett. 

Also backing Collett are his deputy 
Laura Tyrie (alias Laura Towler) and her 
husband, Yorkshire regional organiser 
Sam Melia, as well as another PA power 
couples, Newcastle auctioneer Phoebe 
Hoare and fellow North East England 
regional organiser Steven Wilson. 


The Collett team also has support from 
some of London PA’s officials, although 
the region has been divided, heavily 
infiltrated and sometimes shambolic 
ever since PA’s creation. The North West 
England region is similarly split and 
badly organised. 


Homeland breakaway 
Elsewhere most PA organisers have gone 
over to the new Homeland Party. The 
split has been characterised as ‘content 
creators’ (podcasters, streamers and 
social media stars) on the Collett side, 
versus ‘serious’ political activists on the 
Smith/Homeland side. 

Regional organisers defecting to 
Homeland include Smith’s right-hand 
man Simon Crane in Scotland; Connor 
Marlow, regional organiser for West 
Midlands; Anthony Burrows, regional 
organiser for East Midlands regarded 
as a cybersecurity expert; and Jerome 
O'Reilly, a Cardiff-based graduate 
and regional organiser for Wales; 

Fraser Patterson, regional organiser 
for South East England; and Laurence 
Parsons, regional organiser for South 
West England. 

For some reason his fellow nazis are 
keen to disguise Parsons’ identity by 
calling him ‘Laurence Somerset’. 

Another Homeland supporter using 
various names is the independent 
candidate for Cannock South in the 
4 May local council elections, David 
Hyden, also known as David Hyden 
Milakovic. His regional organiser, 
Connor Marlow, is an important backer 
of Kenny Smith’s argument that PA’s 
leadership has failed to put enough effort 
into election campaigning and building a 
serious party organisation. 

Collett has claimed for years that he 
is being obstructed in efforts to register 
PA with the Electoral Commission as a 
political party. Without such registration, 
PA/Homeland supporters such as Hyden 
cannot have a party name on the ballot 
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Photo: Patriotic Alternative 


paper. But his many critics have often 
argued that he has other reasons for 
failing to register: either because he has 
been more interested in subcultural 
activities such as fitness clubs, video 
gaming and online streaming, or has 
a reason for preferring to avoid the 
financial transparency and constitutional 
accountability to PA members as 
required by the Electoral Commission. 
Smith and his Homeland allies have 
also criticised Collett for not giving 
enough support to Smith’s reforms of 
PA security. In its first year or two, PA 
was notorious for leaks to anti-fascists 
and the press. Collett’s enemies accuse 
him of caring more about self-publicity 
and fundraising than the security of his 
members or making political progress. 


Criminal trials 

Both sides in the split are likely to 
contain violent street activists. After 
losing middle-class graduate Jerome 
O'Reilly, Collett’s Welsh operation relies 
heavily on the notorious Cardiff City 
football hooligan Joe Marsh alias Joe 
Butler, who has several convictions for 
violent offences. Marsh was co-founder 
of two political alliances of football thugs, 
Casuals United (closely linked to the 
English Defence League and the Pie and 
Mash Squad). Within days of the latest 
split, he publicly aligned himself with PA. 

It might be no coincidence that this 
split took place during serious criminal 
trials involving leading allies of Collett. 
After several years in the political 
wilderness, PA grew out of efforts by 
former BNP organiser Larry Nunn to 
pursue alternatives to electoral politics. 
Nunn argued election campaigns were 
a waste of time, money and effort. He 
tried to persuade a diverse collection of 
far-right activists to invest in plans to buy 
properties and set up businesses to create 
self-sufficient white communities. 

Partly inspired by US extremists, he 
also backed survivalist training schemes, 
including several camps in the Welsh 
countryside. Early organisers of these 
included former Young BNP official Matt 
Tait and the Russian operative Denis 
Nikitin, whose true loyalties are doubted 
by fascists and anti-fascists alike. 

These camps influenced Collett, who 
recruited several activists from the 
banned terrorist organisation National 
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Action. Collett led some of their fitness 
training programmes. Photographs and 
video show Collett with prominent PA 
members at the camps, such as Michael 
Woodbridge, a retired schoolteacher who 
has been active in British nazi groups 

for more than 50 years, and ‘James Mac’ 
from Merseyside, leading British member 
of the Creativity Movement. This is 

a pseudo-religious racist sect whose 
leader Matt Hale is serving 40 years for 
attempting to incite the murder of a US 
federal judge. 

Like another of PA’s ideological 
mentors Kai Murros, a former Maoist 
from Finland, Nunn has made several 
speeches at gatherings such as the 
London Forum, which call for violent 
revolution. But in recent years his 
public activism has receded. One of his 
few regular outings is as a contributor 
to Radio Albion, an internet station 
formerly known as Radio Aryan, with 
PA activist James Allchurch, alias Sven 
Longshanks. Allchurch was convicted 
in April of multiple offences of inciting 
racial hatred. He will be sentenced on 
15 May and can expect several years in 
prison. 

In May 2023, an even more prominent 
PA and former National Action activist 
will be sentenced at the Old Bailey for 
Terrorism Act offences. Kristofer Kearney 
(alias Kris Kearns) organised PA fitness 
clubs and online forums, and contributed 
to Collett’s many video streams and 
broadcasts where he was sometimes 
known as Charlie Big Potatoes. One of his 
online channels was known as ‘Fascist 


Defectors 

David Hyden 
(second left) 
formerly of PA, 
now Homeland 
Party-linked 
‘independent’ 
local council 
candidate, on 
the campaign 
trail with fellow 
defector, Connor 
Marlow (third left) 


Fitness’. Kearney was extradited from 
Spain last year to face terrorism charges. 
In March, he admitted posting terrorist 
documents on his social media account, 
including the manifestos of mass 
murderers Anders Breivik and Brenton 
Tarrant. An Old Bailey judge will assess 
Kearney’s motives for committing these 
offences before passing sentence. 

It is likely Collett’s rivals will exploit his 
links to members of a banned nazi terror 
group. But there is a lot of hypocrisy. 
During his BNP days Smith had extensive 
ties to the most violent nazis in Griffin’s 
party, and has promoted one of the 
UR’s most hardline national socialist 
publications, Heritage and Destiny. 

The second breakaway from PA, the 
NSD, that criticises both the Collett and 
Smith factions, presents itself in quasi- 
military style and is led by ex-soldier Alek 
Yerbury, who until this year was a PA 
activist in Yorkshire. He now calls himself 
‘Commanding Officer’ of the NSD. 

All three factions seek to stir up 
racism in British towns and cities by 
protesting outside venues used to house 
asylum-seekers. PA is also obsessed by 
homophobic and transphobic campaigns, 
which might be a case of Collett being 
oversensitive to questions about the exact 
nature of his relationship in his early 
twenties with Nick Griffin. 

As with so many splits within the 
National Front, BNP etc down the 
decades, these three fragments of the old 
PA will fish for recruits in the same foetid 
waters of racism, nazism, misogyny and 
homophobia. 
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Young gun bails from 
‘doomed organisation’ 


WHEN SEARCHLIGHT broke the 
news of a split in PA, some analysts 
saw it as rift between ‘content creators’ 
(staying with Collett and Towler) and 
‘serious political activists’ (defecting to 
Kenny Smith’s new Homeland Party). 
Smith himself contributed to this 
impression, criticising Collett’s over- 
emphasis on the minor celebrities of 
online gaming and streaming. 

Yet on 29 April one of PA’s leading 
young stars, Cave (usually known 
under the alias Wesley Russell) became 
the latest defector to Homeland. 
Russell had been heavily promoted by 
Collett since summer 2021 and gave 
his first public speech at that year’s PA 
conference in the Lake District. Yet, for 
some reason, he has now lost faith with 
the leadership. 

In his grandiose resignation 
statement, Russell wrote: ‘I am publicly 
announcing that I have stepped away 
and will no longer work with Patriotic 
Alternative. I no longer have faith that 
it is the vehicle to drive the serious 
change we need in this country to 
save our people. 

‘Frankly I am disgusted by the 
behaviour of the PA leadership 
over the past week. Specifically, 
but not limited to, in regard to the 
unrelenting untruths propagated by 
them to save the face of their now 
doomed organisation. 


Gone Alec Cave, aka Wesley Russell 
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‘The smearing of decent and 
hardworking people who I have known 
for years is unforgivable. The sheer 
amount of officers and dedicated 
activists, who were the backbone of the 
organisation, that have left PA cannot 
be understated. 

‘The damage which has happened 
within the organisation and the 
direction the leadership will take 
it means it simply cannot return 
to a healthy state with longevity; 
it is unsalvageable. ‘I have no ill 
will to those who remain in PA but 
I encourage everyone not to stay 
oblivious as to what has happened. 
The PA leadership damage control and 
spin can only cover up the gaping holes 
for so long. 

‘Tam not stepping away from 
Nationalism, far from it, and I will 
continue to play my part for years 
well into the future.’ He added: ‘I am 
pleased to announce that I will be 
joining Homeland Party. 

‘Homeland will not be a brand for an 
internet safe space nor a glorified social 
club. It intends to be a serious political 
force which can mobilise communities 
and give our people their voice back 
in the political arena. ‘Homeland 
already has dozens upon dozens of 
the country’s most hard working 
activists onboard. 

‘If you want to be a part of a 
proactive movement which will bring 
about real change then join Homeland.’ 

Some of the worst ‘smears’ against 
Smith and Homeland have been issued 
by his old enemy Nick Griffin and 
spread around the darker corners of 
the internet by a faction that split from 
PA two years ago. This earlier gang of 
dissidents included those who objected 
on ‘moral’ grounds to Collett’s failure 
to act against self-styled alt-right 
intellectual Colin Robertson (alias 
Millennial Woes) following serious 
allegations of sexual harassment, some 
of which occurred at PA events. 


The state of the far right 


To the extent that there are perceptible differences 
between the various active factions and parties, 
Searchlight would expect the following slight differences 
of emphasis and character. 


Patriotic Alternative 

Heavy focus on online activity, as well as demonstrations. 
Will struggle to register as a political party if Mark Collett 
insists on avoiding a transparent and accountable 
constitution, and running PA via a limited company run by 
himself, Laura Towler and Steve Blake. 


Homeland Party 

Might try to avoid some of PA’s more obviously wild 
rhetoric, although in reality has a similar hardline nazi 
ideology. Will make serious efforts to register as a political 
party and will probably collapse if this fails. Has potential 
to become the main electoral force on Britain's far right. 


National Support Detachment 

Blatantly rejects electoral politics in favour of 
demonstrations, unexplained ‘practical’ actions and 
military-style training. Criticises both PA and Homeland for 
being dominated by middle-class cliques, but this reflects 
the chip on founder Alek Yerbury's shoulder, not any 
serious analysis. 


Britain First 

Led by Collett’s old rival in the Young BNP of the early 
2000s, Paul Golding. Succeeded in registering as a political 
party and achieved one credible local council vote last year 
in Salford, Lancashire. But it has mainly recruited low ability 
street activists who enjoy harassing Muslims, and has more 
potential for violence and general trouble-making than for 
political growth. 


British Democratic Party/British Democrats 

Despite having superficially high-calibre founders/leaders 
including ex-MEP Andrew Brons, barrister Adrian Davies, 
and ex-councillor James Lewthwaite, its progress has been 
patchy. Likely to be involved in unification discussions with 
the remnants of Patriotic Alternative before long. 


British Movement 

A tiny nazi sect with strong connections to the semi-illegal 
international music empire of Blood & Honour, although 
BM-linked bands now use various other labels to avoid 

the growing legal troubles attached to B&H. Both PA 

and Homeland will compete for support from some BM 
activists, who unlike many others on the British far right are 
seen as trustworthy by their comrades. 


British Freedom Party 

Despite its name, the latest version of the BFP is not an 
active political party in any usual sense. It is an online 
fundraising operation supposedly led by Paul Golding’s 
former partner Jayda Fransen, but in reality run by Nick 
Griffin and his business partner Jim Dowson from a base in 
Northern Ireland, where they also operate pseudo-religious 
cash cows with names like Knights Templar International. 
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Reports round-up By Gerry Gable 


Searchlight pays tribute 


THIS ISSUE of Searchlight appears at a time of 
year when we have several sad anniversaries to 
commemorate. 


In May 1981 we lost Maurice Ludmer, 
aged only 54, Searchlight magazine's 

% first editor. Maurice was posted with the 
War Graves Commission after the Second 
World War, and visits to Belsen 
concentration camp led him to pledge his 
life to fighting nazism and fascism. He was a journalist 
and a major figure in the West Midlands trade union 
and labour movement. He launched Searchlight with 
Gerry Gable, our current editor, in 1975, in response 
to the alarming growth of the National Front (NF) and 
played a major role in its defeat. He was a founder 
member of the Anti-Nazi League. 


™ Last May, we lost Ray Hill, the Searchlight 
, | mole who created havoc in the far-right 
movement after a Damascene conversion 
from nazism while he was living in South 

yj Africa. Through Ray's efforts, we were 
able to destroy the British Movement, the 
successor to Colin Jordan's National Socialist 
Movement, and the British Democratic Party, a 
fledgling breakaway from the NF, which showed 
worrying potential for growth. Ray went on to become 
a passionate campaigner against fascism, particularly 
in schools and universities. 


Three years ago, in May 2018, 

Leslie Wooler died, aged 88. Les had 

> been one of Searchlight’s earliest and 
most prolific moles. He had been a 
member of Mosley’s Union Movement, 
and one of Mosley’s personal bodyguards, 
but after a change of heart approached the 62 Group 
and began passing information over. In the early 
1970s he played a key role in 62 Group/Searchlight 
infiltration of the Monday Club and other 
organisations of the Conservative far right, which 
were under threat of takeover by the NF. 


In March, ten years ago, we lost another 
long-term mole, Duncan Robertson, who 
had spent more than eight years 
infiltrating his way into the most trusted 
levels of the BNP and other far right 
organisations and feeding information 
back to Searchlight. Sadly, Duncan was plagued by ill 
health and disability and, in 2013, took his own life. He 
had the last laugh, however, when the BNP published 
a glowing obituary to him one month after he died - 
and just before we revealed that he had been working 
for Searchlight all along. 

We remember and salute them all. 


8 | Searchlight 


Tommy R spreads his 
hate ideas to Ireland 


By Austin Harney 


ounder and former leader of the 
F Islamophobic English Defence 

League (EDL) Tommy Robinson 
visited Dublin in February, claiming he 
was there to make a documentary about 
the surge of anti-immigrant protests in 
Ireland. 

Once there, he informed his followers 
on Telegram: “Just a quick message 
to Irish politicians, left wing nutcase 
activists and “journalists” in mainstream 
media. I invited myself to Ireland. I'ma 
journalist ... Just wait till they find out 
I flew in on my Irish passport... Irish 
people love me and want me here.’ 

His past anti-Irish statements have 
not done him any favours, however. 
These included that, had his parents 
not immigrated to England, they would 
‘be in Ireland picking potatoes and 
eating cabbages’. He has also expressed 
support for British soldiers involved in 
the Bloody Sunday massacre. 

Robinson’s visit to Ireland confirms 
that far-right groups across Europe 
are increasingly working together. But 
the welcome to Ireland was not exactly 
positive, with one far-right post on 
Telegram saying: “... it can be safe to 
assume Robinson is at best an idiotic 
loyalist who doesn’t understand he is 
not welcome ... and is a hindrance ... 
[or] that Robinson is here to gather 
intelligence and derail a growing Irish 
Nationalist movement.’ 

Others were more welcoming. Far- 
right activist Dara O'Flaherty, who led 


protests outside politicians’ homes and 
in 2021 was charged with breaching 
Leinster House security, stated: “Belated 
1000 welcomes to Eire ... Consider 
yourself royalty in Galway.’ 

This reveals the incoherent ideologies 
of the far right, which is now becoming 
evident in Ireland. 

Over the past three years, the far 
right, including Patriotic Alternative, 
has had some success in recruiting 
young people through social media. 
Robinson, although not a member of 
PA, was in extensive contact with Irish 
activists before his visit. 

Irish far-right activists have eagerly 
adopted tactics that have been effective 
in the UK, such as spreading false 
information via social media. One 
example is that a migrant had raped 
a woman in Finglas, following which 
a large group of anti-immigration 
protesters gathered outside the Garda 
station. Vague accounts of migrants or 
people with dark skin harassing women 
are posted daily. 

Other borrowed tactics include 
distributing fake leaflets to inflame 
tensions. In one case, images of a 
leaflet purporting to be from the “The 
Irish Centre for Diversity’ and the 
Irish Government were widely shared 
on Irish social media. The so-called 
document read: ‘Girls to stay indoors 
after 6pm (until further notice). New 
atrivals to this area are not accustomed 
to Irish cultural norms at this 
transitionary time. Thank you for your 
compliance.’ 


Defunct For Britain’s leader slinks back to UKIP 


THE FORMER leader of the For Britain 
Movement, Anne Marie Waters, has 
announced that she is to rejoin UKIP, 
and will be its justice spokeswoman. 
Waters first joined UKIP in 2014, but 
left in 2017 after a failed leadership bid. 
She set up For Britain, which 
campaigned on an unashamedly anti- 
Muslim platform and drew support 


from Tommy Robinson and the singer 
Morrissey. But in 2022 she suddenly 
shut down the organisation. 

The fact that she has been welcomed 
back to UKIP says perhaps much about 
how far right the party has moved. In 
2014, her UKIP faction was described 
by then party leader Nigel Farage as 
‘nazis and racists’. 
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No to ULEZ, yes to 
conspiracy theories 


A NUMBER of groups have been organising 
in their local areas against any forms of 
traffic restrictions, notably against the 
ultra low emission zone (ULEZ) scheme in 
London, and others in Oxford and Bristol. 
There have been a number of ‘No to 
ULEZ’ marches in London, one of which 
took place on 18 March 2023, which is UN 
Anti-Racism Day March. 
Anti-racists were surprised to see ‘No 
to ULEZ’ protestors coming up Whitehall, 
including many wielding ‘Together’ 
placards, as the UN march walked towards 
Downing Street for the rally. Together has _ wielding placards stating ‘Stop the Toxic 
campaigned vigorously against the idea Air Lie’, while others see it purely as a 
of the 15 minute city, making claims that money-making scheme. 
people’s movements will be restricted to One prominent banner made the claim — of cameras are being vandalised, much 
within their immediate area. that the ULEZ cameras being installed as the 5G masts were at the start of the 
Other elements of the movement are would be used to begin a ‘pay per mile’ pandemic, which just happened to coincide 
climate change-deniers, some of them scheme as early as 2024. A ‘Freedom with the schedule for their installation. 


Join us: www.Anti-ULEZ.com Fj ; 
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for Drivers’ blog page states that they 
will ‘not condemn’ anyone who attacks 
the cameras, and an increasing number 


Video post of kitchen explosion 
lands teenage extremist in jail 


A TEENAGE right-wing extremist has 
been convicted on charges of terrorism 
after blowing up the kitchen in his 
aunt’s house while trying to make 
explosives. 

Vaughn Dolphin, aged 19 when 
he was arrested, was convicted of 
explosives, terrorism and firearms 
offences at Birmingham Crown Court 
on 28 April. He was radicalised online 
and had downloaded guides on making 
a gun, making shotgun cartridges and 
on how to carry out a successful arson 
attack. These were found at his aunt’s 
house, where he was living at the time, 
on a USB drive labelled ‘Boogaloo’. 

The jury was told that in far-right 
circles this refers to a movement 
calling for a second civil or race war in 
the USA. Material glorifying Hitler’s SS 
was also found. 

Dolphin was found to be in 
possession of three chemicals which, 
when mixed, become gunpowder. He 
had attempted to mix them on the 
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stove in his aunt’s kitchen and, when 
that exploded, excitedly filmed the 
aftermath with clouds of pink smoke. 
He posted the video online, stating he 
had created an ‘awesome fireball’. 

The prosecution said that Dolphin 
had gone from gathering information 
to purchasing and practising how to 
use the chemicals. This was evidence 
he intended to cause harm to others 
and had the wherewithal to do so. 

The footage of the kitchen explosion 
posted online was offered in evidence, 
as were posts in far-right chat rooms 
stating, for instance, that minorities 
‘should be shot’. 

Dolphin had been able to create a 
crude but viable firearm and several 
home-made knives, and possessed 
wire suitable to make a fuse. When 
counter-terrorist police arrested him, 
he protested his innocence, claiming: ‘I 
am not a terrorist.’ 

Sentencing will take place after 
Searchlight goes to press. 


Racist thug Bronson 
loses bid for parole 


BRITAIN’S MOST notorious prisoner, 
Charles Bronson, aka Charles Salvador, 
revealed by Searchlight in the Winter 
2023 issue to be a prominent member 
of a racist prison gang, has lost his bid 
to be granted parole. 

Bronson, who has been in jail 
since 1988, enjoys celebrity status in 
certain quarters: a feature film about 
his life starred actor Tom Hardy and 
a recent television documentary also 
featured his case. 

Searchlight revealed that he was 
violently anti-Muslim and a founder 
member of Death Before Dishonour, 

a racist gang based largely in the Close 
Supervision Centres of UK prisons. 

A court case brought by a Muslim 
prisoner, Kevan Thakrar, detailing 
violent acts by Bronson and other 
gang members, was settled by the 
Ministry of Justice unopposed. As well 
as refusing his parole application, the 
Parole Panel refused to grant him a 
transfer to an open prison. 
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Conspiracist sued by 
bombing victims he 
claimed were actors 


A BRITISH conspiracy theorist who 
claims the Manchester bombings were 
part of a ‘deep state hoax’ and that 
the victims were ‘crisis actors’ is being 
sued by victims injured in the 2017 
terror attack. 

Richard D Hall (below), from 


Manchester, has broadcast on YouTube 
claims about the bombing of the Ariana 


Grande concert that mirror those 
made by American conspiracy theorist 
Alex Jones about the Sandy Hook 
school shootings. 

Now it looks as if he may be about 
to meet the same legal fate as his US 
mentor, with a number of victims last 
month filing a legal action against him 
for defamation and harassment. 

Hall had stalked some of the victims, 
secretly filming them, in his crazed 
endeavour to ‘prove’ that they had not 
actually been injured in the attack. 
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Meloni gets a ‘hot’ welcome outside No 10 


ITALY'S FAR RIGHT Prime Minister Giorgia 
Meloni's visit to Downing Street did not seem 
to feature prominently in any news items on 
27 April, maybe because footage might have 
included the very vocal ‘hot’ welcome that 
anti-fascists and Italians living in London were 
giving to the Meloni, who is also leader of the 
far-right Brothers of Italy party. 

The London branch of the ANPI, the 
National Association of Partisans, spoke at 
the rally on behalf of Italian anti-fascists to 


Erdogan’s illness on live TV raises 
questions ahead of presidential poll 


DESPITE FALLING ill on live 
television on 25 April 2023, it was 
reported that Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan had only a severe case 
of gastroenteritis, although he was 
forced to suspend public appearances 
for a number of days. 

Rumours began circulating after the 
live television interview was abruptly 
interrupted, resuming 20 minutes 
later, with news that he had suffered a 
heart attack. This is not the first time 
that Erdogan has become unwell on 
television: a previous incident occurred 
in 2016 after an attempted coup. 
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Erdogan has been in power for 
21 years. The first round of voting is 
fast approaching on 14 May 2023. If 
neither candidate gains over 50% of 
the vote, there will be a second round 
two weeks later. 

Polls suggest that it will be a close 
race between the incumbent, Erdogan, 
and Kemal Kilicdaroglu, the main 
opposition leader who represents a 
coalition of six political parties. 

Whether Erdogan’s latest and very 
public ill health will encourage voters 
to turn out to support him or favour the 
opposition remains to be seen. 


condemn the actions that Meloni’s government 
has taken since the extremist, anti-immigrant 
party took power in October 2022. 

Stand Up To Racism and Unite Against 
Fascism called the protest, alongside ANPI 
London, and were ahead of the game when 
they found out that the time of the visit had 
been moved from morning to afternoon. While 
Meloni praised UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 
for his immigration policies, he in turn praised 
her for bringing economic stability to Italy. 


UK terrorist to spend 
decade in Irish prison 


MARK WOLF, a UK national living in 
Ireland, has been sentenced to ten years * 
for terrorism and child abuse offences. 

He was arrested in Dublin, where 
police found firearms parts, guides for 
3D printing of weapons, body armour, 
masks and goggles. Detectives thought 
he planned a significant terror attack. 
They recovered child abuse material 
and a recording of the live stream of the 
2019 New Zealand mosque massacre. 

Wolf was trying to buy commercial 
explosives. He is wanted in the UK for 
terror offences and possession of child 
abuse images. 
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Former US soldier 
jailed for 45 years 


By Huw Davies 


former US soldier and 

member of a neo-nazi group 

has been jailed for 45 years 
for planning terrorist attacks. Ethan 
Phelan Melzer, also known as Etil 
Reggard, a 24-year-old man from 
Kentucky, was sentenced in March 
for his part in a neo-nazi plot to 
murder US soldiers. His goal was to 
spark another war in the Middle East. 

Melzer is a former US Army 
soldier and member of the 
supernatural, Satanic, neo-nazi 
group, the Order of Nine Angles 
(O9A), which incorporates 
elements of extremist groups such 
as white supremacists, neo-nazis 
and Jihadists. O9A has expressed 
admiration for both Adolf Hitler and 
Osama bin Laden. 

O9A aims to dismantle existing 
societies and replace them with 
‘new tribal societies’. They believe 
that society has been corrupted by 
Judeo-Christian beliefs and should 
be destroyed and substituted by 
a fascist system based on social 
Darwinism and Satanism, a 
‘Satanic empire’. 

In 2018, Melzer enlisted in the 
US Army and ‘infiltrated its ranks 
as part of an insight role to further 
his goals as an O9A adherent,’ 
according to US prosecutors. 

As a member of the 173rd 
Airborne Brigade Combat Team, he 
was deployed to Italy in 2019 where 
he became further radicalised. While 
there, he subscribed to encrypted 
online forums, downloaded videos 
of jihadist attacks on the US military 
and consumed neo-nazi, far-right 
and other white supremacist 
propaganda. 

On learning that he would be 
reassigned to a unit scheduled for 
deployment that would be guarding 
a military base in Turkey and 
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after attending briefings about the 
transfer, Melzer began passing on 
classified and sensitive information 
to O9A members on a Telegram 
channel known as ‘RapeWaffen 
Division’. 

Melzer’s goal was to try to 
provoke the USA into another 
foreign war, arguing that ‘another 
10-year war in the Middle East 
would definitely leave a mark’. 

He set about preparing plans for a 
mass casualty attack on his platoon. 

He shared with fellow members of 
the O9A the location of the military 
base, the number of soldiers who 
would be guarding it and how they 
would be armed. 

In May 2020, a confidential FBI 
source, who was a member of a O9A 
chat group on Telegram, alerted the 
authorities to his actions, following 
which he was taken into custody. 

Melzer eventually pleaded guilty 
to charges of ‘attempting to murder 
US service members, attempting 
to provide and providing material 
support to terrorists, and illegally 
transmitting national defense 
information, believing that it could 
be used to harm the United States’. 


Melzer Planned a mass casualty 
attack on his own platoon 


What is the Order of Nine Angles? 


THE ORDER of the Nine Angles (O9A), with which Melzer was 
connected and conspired, is a secretive nazi-occult group 
with roots in the UK. 

According to its own mythology, the group traces its 
lineage back to ancient Mesopotamia, where it claims to have 
originated as a pagan cult. In fact, it was founded in the early 
1970s by veteran British nazi-satanist Dave Myatt (pictured 
above, when confronted by a BBC reporter). 

Myatt began a long political odyssey in the late 1960s when 
he joined Colin Jordan's National Socialist Movement (NSM). 
From there he moved to the British Movement. Despite a 
purported ‘search for truth’ that has taken him to Christianity, 
Buddhism, radical Islam and Satanism, the national socialist 
component of his philosophy has never waned. 

Myatt's early writings, heavily influenced by the works of 
Aleister Crowley and Friedrich Nietzsche, advocated a radical 
and sinister form of individualism. His philosophy centres 
around the idea that individuals should seek to overcome 
their limitations and embrace their inner darkness to achieve 
a higher state of being. This philosophy would later form the 
basis of O9A teachings. 

The OYA is often described as a ‘left-hand path’ 
organisation, which means it embraces taboo and 
antinomian practices often seen as morally repugnant by 
mainstream society. The group has written approvingly of 
human sacrifice, paedophilia, and terrorism. 

Possibly Myatt's most notorious claim to fame was to 
have been one of the main influences on the London nazi 
nail bomber, David Copeland, who murdered three people 
and injured dozens in his 1999 bomb attacks on Brixton, 
Brick Lane and the Admiral Duncan pub in Soho. Only three 
months before the first bomb, Copeland had joined the NSM, 
founded by Myatt, Tony Williams and former Combat 18 
leader, Steve Sargent. 

In Copeland's flat were found tracts by Myatt calling for 
race war: This means creating tension and terror within 
ethnic communities and damaging their homes by firebombs 
and explosive devices. Part of this involves attacking 
individuals (and killing some of them).’ And it was NSM 
literature that provided Copeland with the web address to 
find his bomb-making instructions. 


Sam Ferris 
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Anti- Muslim 
lies that tore 
a town apart 


Tommy Robinson seized on allegations of Asian 
‘grooming gangs’ operating in Barrow to spread his 
bile, but it all backfired. Paul Sillett reports 


hen Eleanor 
Williams was 
jailed in March 
for making 
horrendous 
false allegations of rape and of being 
‘trafficked’ by an Asian ‘grooming 
gang’, it marked the end of a tragic 
saga that had ruined lives and created 
big opportunities for the extreme right 
in the Cumbrian town of Barrow-in- 
Furness where she lived and where she 
alleged the abuse had taken place. 

In 2020, Williams posted photos 
of herself bearing horrific injuries 
on social media. She claimed these 
had been inflicted by a gang of Asian 
men who had beaten, raped and 
trafficked her. However, a police 
investigation determined the injuries 
had been self-inflicted. Williams was 
sentenced to 8.5 years in prison, with 
the judge describing the allegations as 
‘absolute fiction’. 

Before the allegations were proven 
as unfounded, ‘Justice for Ellie’ rallies 
were held across Britain, large sums 
of money raised and an international 
online support network set up. Hate 
crimes in Barrow tripled, and three 
of the men Williams had accused 
attempted suicide. 

The far right, and especially Tommy 
Robinson, seized upon Williams’ 
claims and sought to amplify them. 
He and his goon squad descended on 
Barrow, where, posing as a journalist, 
he whipped up Islamophobia. 

On one occasion, he turned up in 
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a convoy of about 20 cars, blaring out 
anti-Muslim bile. 

Even before the claims were 
disproved, Robinson and his gang 
showed no genuine sensitivity for the 
alleged victim or other survivors. His 
sole mission was self-promotion and 
boosting his own finances. 

To the credit of the Williams family, 
they declared publicly that he was not 
welcome. This did not stop Robinson 
pitching up in the town, but the family 
speaking out weakened his reach. 
According to local anti-fascists, many 
locals shunned his efforts. 

Robinson’s supposed concern for 
abuse victims has always been rooted 
in racist and cynical arguments, as has 
been pointed out by survivors such as 
Louise Raw and Caitlin Spencer. But the 
facts rarely have curtailed his vicious 
‘campaigns’. 


Preposterous 
However, after a year-long police 
investigation disproved Williams’ 
allegations, even Robinson was forced to 
concede that there was nothing to them. 
He then claimed, preposterously, that 
his podcast had played a role in helping 
one man gets off the charges. And, even 
after Williams’ arrest, far-right thugs 
still joined the protests. 

Robinson was rightly called a 
vulture for selling books on the back 
of Williams’ falsehoods. But these 
falsehoods have caused lasting harm, 
with hate crimes being committed 
before the truth came out. They have 


included many forms of harassment, 
malicious communications and threats 
made in person to the alleged abusers. 

Small Asian businesses were targeted 
and vandalised in the wake of Williams’ 
allegations. Indian restaurants regularly 
had their windows smashed. Some 
of Williams’ victims, ostracised by 
friends and family, remain traumatised 
and have not returned to Barrow. A 
journalist who reported on the claims 
was subject to threats and had to leave 
the town for a period. 

Robinson had said — and no doubt 
hoped — that Barrow would ‘explode’ 
if certain circumstances around the 
allegations were found to be true. But 
Barrow people rejected him, much as 
they had humiliated him in 2019 when 
he stood as an MEP candidate. 

He was promoting a core extreme 
right lie: that Asian men and refugees 
pose a threat to white women. As 
one local Labour councillor said: ‘He 
was pointing the finger at the Asian 
community and [looking to] incite 
race hate.’ 

Patriotic Alternative is pursuing a 
similar aim in Knowsley and places such 
as Long Eaton and Rotherham. The 
well-supported arguments by Barrow 
anti-fascists have served to emphasise 
that sexual exploitation has nothing to 
do with race or religion. 

Following these events, Barrow 
is a town that has begun to get back 
together. The far right remains rejected, 
but the wounds caused by Williams and 
Robinson may take time to heal. @ 


Fuelling hate 
Tommy 
Robinson seized 
on the lies 
about rape and 
trafficking in 
Barrow to raise 
his profile and 
boost his bank 
balance 
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wo notorious fascists are 

involved in the Northern 

Ireland local elections 

in 2023 for the hardline 

unionist party Traditional 
Unionist Voice (TUV), rejecting the 
Windsor Framework and effectively the 
entire Northern Ireland peace process. 

Both were active members of the 
National Front (NF) and its 1970s 
splinter the National Party. The latter 
briefly had two English borough 
councillors including its leader John 
Kingsley Read, who later became a 
Searchlight informant. Some of its 
leading figures had close ties to Ulster 
Loyalist paramilitaries in the UDA, UVF 
and the short-lived Ulster Resistance. 

Paul Kingsley, now 70, is one of TUV’s 
leading campaigners in Belfast and is 
election agent for the TUV candidate 
in Lisnasharragh ward. But his earliest 
political activism was in his home 
town of Hull, where he stood as an NF 
candidate aged 22 years. 

In the mid-1970s he was editor 
of British Worker, a National Party 
publication that targeted trade unionists 
as part of the failed strategy of its 
Strasserite wing, led by Kingsley’s fellow 
fascist and hardline loyalist Steve Brady. 
This faction of the National Party was 
inspired by two nazi brothers, Gregor 
and Otto Strasser, and their radical 
national socialism that argued Adolf 
Hitler had sold out to big business. 

By 1980 Kingsley was part of the 
British Democratic Party (BDP) created 
by Leicester solicitor Anthony Reed- 
Herbert, but the BDP soon collapsed 
after Searchlight’s mole Ray Hill 
revealed its gun-running plots. At this 
stage Kingsley was working closely with 
one of Britain’s leading post-war nazis, 
civil servant Denis Pirie. They regarded 
themselves as part of the intellectual 
elite of the British far right. 

After the failure of the National Party 
and BDP, Kingsley concentrated on 
building links between Ulster unionists 
and fascists in England, and was active 
with his longstanding friends Martin 
Wingfield and Brady in the ‘Flag Group’ 
of the NF, one of two factions that split 
during 1986-87. Some of this activity 
was via a group called British Friends 
of Ulster, for whom Kingsley helped 
organise a march in Bridgwater in 
November 1986 that turned violent. 

In 1987 he chaired a meeting in 
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Fascists plump for 
Unionist ticket 


Two former National Front activists are pitching for seats in 
this year’s local elections in Northern Ireland, but they have 
reinvented themselves as unionists, writes Ann Douglas 


Glasgow with Peter Robinson (who 
followed Ian Paisley as Democratic 
Unionist Party leader before scandal 
forced him to resign), and Harold 
McCusker, deputy leader of what was 
then the Official Unionist Party. In 
early 1987, Searchlight uncovered 
Kingsley operating as a nazi infiltrator 
in the British trade union movement. 
He had become a full-time officer of 
local government union NALGO, but 
simultaneously tried to create a separate 
TUC in Northern Ireland under the 
control of hardline unionists. 


Lower profile 
After Searchlight’s exposé, NALGO 
sacked Kingsley and he took a lower 
political profile. For several years he was 
a lecturer at the further education college 
in Ballymena, then worked for a company 
that operated online postgraduate studies 
for Liverpool University. In addition to 
his work for TUV, Kingsley has a website 
pushing hardline unionist interpretations 
of history. 

Fellow fascist John Hiddleston is TUV 
candidate for Ormiston ward in the local 
elections. His nomination was signed by 


Fellow traveller 


Paul Kingsley built 
links between 
Ulster unionists 
and English 
fascists 


Ian McSorley, a well-known figure in the 
boxing community based in the loyalist 
stronghold of Sandy Row. 

Hiddleston, an NF activist since his 
student days at Queen’s University 
Belfast, and former editor of an NF 
publication British Ulsterman, was 
another close ally of Brady and the 
mysterious Charlie Simpson, who was 
involved in shady arms deals between 
South African intelligence and Ulster 
paramilitaries. 

After the National Party’s collapse 
Hiddleston emigrated to South Africa, 
where he was a staunch supporter 
of apartheid, before returning to 
Northern Ireland when South Africa 
became democratic. While in South 
Africa, Hiddleston was aligned with 
two extremist parties, the Conservative 
Party (one of whose MPs was jailed 
for murdering a leading ANC official) 
and the Herstigte Nasionale Party. 

He was one of many British fascists 

to collaborate with, but then fall out 
with, Alan Harvey, founder of the racist 
newspaper South African Patriot. 

Harvey became one of Hiddleston’s 
worst enemies, denouncing him to 
UDA terrorist bosses as an informant 
for British intelligence but, thanks to 
his family ties in the Orange Order, 
Hiddleston was able to dodge most of 
these allegations. In 2003, Hiddleston 
was an Ulster Unionist Party candidate 
in South Belfast for the Northern Ireland 
Assembly, but later joined the more 
hardline breakaway TUV. 

TUV and its fellow travellers, who 
include several members of the House of 
Lords, have serious questions to answer 
after turning a blind eye to fascists in 
their ranks. 
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Local polls reveal decrepit 
state of the UK’s far right 


ritish fascists remain 
confused and divided in 
their approach to electoral 
politics, even allowing for 
the large proportion who 
have always preferred bombs to ballots. 
In the first decade of the millennium, 
the British National Party (BNP) 
elected dozens of councillors and two 
MEPs, but has not fought a serious 
election campaign for years. No one was 
surprised to see that there have been no 
BNP candidates in this year’s elections. 
The party’s last set of published 
accounts covered 2021, so the BNP’s 
chairman and treasurer (Adam Walker 
and Clive Jefferson) were able to use the 
pandemic as an excuse for inactivity. 
That year the BNP paid them salaries 
totalling £50,000 for zero meaningful 
activity, and the accounts showed a 
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Plagued by a lack of election strategies and embroiled in 
internecine warfare, it’s no wonder Britain’s fascist parties are 
confused and barely limping along, as Gerry Gable explains 


deficit of more than £20,000. Most rival 
nationalists assume that Walker and 
Jefferson keep the party ticking over 
only in the hope of legacies from elderly 
fascists who do not realise the BNP has 
ceased functioning. 

Another party run as a cash cow is 
Britain First, whose leader Paul Golding 
learnt the art of fleecing racists from 
former BNP fundraiser Jim Dowson. 

At least Britain First gives its donors 
something (though not much) for 
their money. In the run-up to the May 


elections Golding promised dozens of 
candidates, but delivered only seven. 
Their big effort was again in Salford, 
where Golding’s partner and party 
chairman Ashlea Simon stood again in 
Walkden North, having taken 21.6% of 
the votes last year. 

Golding himself stood in Dartford, 
alongside former BNP candidate Nick 
Scanlon, who stood in Greenwich last 
year. Britain First claims to be ‘non- 
racist’, but has attracted an assortment 
of hardened extremists who have 
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bounced around other failed factions 
and splinters on the far right. Scanlon 
was one of the leaders of a failed 
attempt to set up a British version of the 
European group Generation Identity 
(GI). This collapsed after GI’s European 
leaders objected to some of the British 
affiliate’s neo-nazi connections. 

Such affiliations cause no difficulties 
within Britain First, which is happy 
to preach ‘anti-racism’ on its website, 
while recruiting hardcore nazis such as 
veteran Chelsea football hooligan Andy 
Frain (aka ‘Nightmare’), who is paid to 
act as minder for Golding and Simon. 
Britain First has two elderly candidates 
in Bideford, Devon, but the remainder 
are isolated activists in New Milton 
(Hampshire), Hockley (Essex), and 
Altrincham (near Manchester). 

Golding started out in politics as a 
very young BNP official, competing 
for Nick Griffin’s favour with the 
more intelligent though equally 
untrustworthy Mark Collett. With 
Griffin having abandoned electoral 
politics in favour of a career in online 
fundraising alongside his old pal 
Dowson, Collett and Golding are 
competitors for the unenviable crown of 
top British fascist in the 2020s. 
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Bandwagon 

On social media, Patriotic Alternative 
(PA) appears to be the largest British 
far-right group in 2023, and alongside 
British Movement and the veterans at 
Heritage & Destiny magazine they are 
the most ideologically hardline nazis on 
the present scene. 

PA activists, notably Collett, his 
deputy Laura Tyrie (alias Laura 
Towler) and her husband Sam Melia, 
have organised or spoken at several 
demonstrations in recent months. 
These have mainly been aimed at 
whipping up hostility to asylum seekers, 
but PA has also tried to take advantage 
of online bandwagon issues demonising 
sexual minorities, and promoting fringe 
conspiracy theories. 

Despite its high profile online, it has 
suffered frequent defections and splits, 
partly because Collett remains the same 
self-centred and arrogant personality 


Rogue’s gallery 
from left, Patriotic 
Alternative 
deputy leader 
Laura Towler 
with leader Mark 
Collett; Julian 
Leppert (top) 

of the British 
Democratic 

Party; Patria’s 
Andrew Emerson, 
previously of 

the BNP; Britain 
First's leader 

Paul Golding, 

Jim Dowson and 
its chairman 
Ashlea Simon 


Some PA officials would like to 
move into ‘real-world’ activities 
such as elections, rather than 


being mainly online 


that he was 20 years ago when he was 
filmed for the television profile Young, 
Nazi and Proud. Beyond personal 
issues, there are serious doubts about 
his movement’s direction. PA talks 
about trying to register as a political 
party, but there has been no visible 
progress. Some of its officials (notably 
Collett’s former BNP enemy Kenny 
Smith, now supposedly a loyal acolyte) 
would like to move into ‘real-world’ 
activities such as elections, rather than 
being mainly online. But others are 
fully committed to US-style conspiracy 
theories and would like Collett to reject 
conventional politics entirely. 

For the time being, some PA 
members have offered support to 
election candidates from other sectors 
of the fascist scene. In 2021, Tyrie/ 
Towler and her husband Melia 
supported Heritage & Destiny editor 
Mark Cotterill in his independent 
campaign for Preston City Council, 
and also backed British Democratic 
Party (BDP) leader Jim Lewthwaite 
in Bradford. 

This year, Cotterill was not standing 
as a candidate: he seems to see himself 
as a fixer between the various parties 
and factions, excluding Griffin and the 
remaining dregs of the BNP whom 
Cotterill and his assistant editor Peter 
Rushton still hate. 

There is certainly plenty to fix. As 
well as the deep-rooted hatred between 
Collett and Golding (and therefore 
between PA and Britain First), there 
has recently been bad blood between 
PA and its former friends in the BDP. 
Again, this seems to be based on old 
rivalries dating back to Collett’s days in 
the faction-ridden mid-2000s BNP. The 
outcome is that PA will support some 
BDP candidates but not others. 

This year’s main BDP campaigns 
were again focused on Lewthwaite 
in Bradford and Julian Leppert in 
Waltham Abbey (Epping Forest). 
Leppert was aiming to be re-elected 
in the seat he won as a For Britain 
Movement candidate in 2019. For 
Britain was an Islamophobic party 
founded by the former UKIP leadership 
candidate Anne Marie Waters in 2017, 
backed by a handful of former BNP 
activists including Leppert, Eddy Butler, 
and former BNP filmmaker Tony Avery. 

Waters briefly allied her movement 
with Tommy Robinson’s English 
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Defence League, before giving up 
and closing down the For Britain 
Movement in July 2022. Some of her 
activists (including Avery) joined PA. 
Others (including Leppert and parish 
councillor Roger Robertson, a former 
BNP regional organiser) joined the 
BDP. While Butler seems to have retired 
from politics, Searchlight expects to 
see him turning up like a bad pfennig 
sooner or later, as soon as any of the 
British fascist parties starts to seem 
electorally credible. 

As well as Lewthwaite and Leppert, 
the other three BDP candidates this 
year all have BNP backgrounds. Chris 
Bateman, already a parish councillor, 
stood in Basildon. Dave Haslett was 
fighting Saffron ward, Leicester, and 
Steve Smith, well known to Searchlight 
readers from his role alongside Butler 
in the notorious East End BNP during 
the 1990s, is standing (or more likely 
staggering) in Kursaal ward, Southend. 


Moribund 

The once mighty National Front (NF) 
is now moribund, although it can boast 
that, despite everything, it just about 
outlived the BNP. This year, there was 
just one NF candidate, Tim Knowles in 
the old Derbyshire pit village of Codnor 
(Amber Valley). 

That puts the NF on a par with 
micro-parties such as Patria, founded 
by ex-BNP organiser Dr Andrew 
Emerson, who is standing once again in 
Chichester, defying assumptions that he 
had given up politics following a string 
of feeble results. 

The newest far-right outfit is the 
National Housing Party (NHP), 
which seems to be pitching for 
Robinson’s supposedly non-racist EDL 
Islamophobes, although it also has 
ex-BNP activists on board such as Paul 
Rimmer in Liverpool and Gary Bergin 
in Birkenhead. The NHP had just three 
candidates this year, including its 
highest profile leader John Lawrence in 
Hollinwood (Oldham), Bergin in Wirral, 
and Callum Leat in the Gloucestershire 
village of Dodington. 

NHP is typical of the confused 
kaleidoscope of Britain’s far right in 
2023. Bergin and Rimmer found their 
way to the party via Waters’ For Britain 
Movement and the English Democrats 
(both avowedly non-racist, despite their 
BNP roots). 
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For a short while about a decade ago, 
BNP dissidents including Butler had a 
brief sojourn in the English Democrats, 
tolerated by the founder and funder 
Essex solicitor Robin Tilbrook. That 
faction either moved on to the For 
Britain Movement (and subsequently 
other small parties) or quit. So Tilbrook 
is left with just a few true believers in 


his campaign for an English Parliament. 


There were only five ED candidates 
this year, including Tilbrook himself 
and the perennial Bury candidates, 
husband and wife Steve and Val 
Morris. Two former ED candidates 


Choice selection 


For Britain 
Movement 
Councillor on 
Hartley Wintney 
Parish Council 
Roger Robertson; 
Reform UK's 
Richard Tice; and 
Paul Rimmer, 
formerly of the 
BNP, now with 
the National 
Housing Party 


in Barnsley defected to the smaller 
but more conspiracy-minded English 
Constitution Party. 

Tilbrook had hoped to benefit from 
the collapse of UKIP, but the ED seems 
well down the pecking order among 
pro-Brexit parties and splinters. By far 
the largest successor to UKIP is Reform 
UK, supported by Nigel Farage and 
some of his colleagues at the right-wing 
broadcaster GB News. They had 480 
candidates this year including a full 
slate in Derby, where they had six seats 
on the outgoing council. Reform UK 
has recently recruited a few defectors 
from Rishi Sunak’s Conservative 
Party, including several councillors 
in Amber Valley, another Derbyshire 
borough council. 

Conspiracy theories (including anti- 
vaccination paranoia) are rife in UKIP- 
style politics, where some of the wilder 
anti-vaxxers find Reform UK leader 
Richard Tice too moderate. Some have 
opted instead for the more hardline 
‘freedom’ campaigners in the Heritage 
Party (which had 65 candidates this 
year) and the Alliance for Democracy 
and Freedom (ADF) (23 candidates). 

The ADF’s three Oldham candidates 
were all in Royton, where the party’s 
registered office is located. They 
included a former BNP activist, 
octogenarian Royton builder Colin 
Burrows. 

UKIP itself, now led by the very right- 
wing ex-Tory minister Neil Hamilton, 
was reduced to just 48 candidates 
nationwide this year. It seems to have 
just one serious functioning branch, 
in the Bexhill-on-Sea area covered by 
Rother District Council, which accounts 
for ten of these candidates. 

Although there is a wide range of 
far-right options for ageing fascists, 
one or two have chosen to go it alone. 
Former BNP county councillor Graham 
Partner, who was courted by the British 
Democrats, stood as an independent in 
Coalville, Leicestershire. ® 


The newest outfit is the National 
Housing Party, which seems 

to be pitching for Robinson's 
supposedly non-racist EDL 
Islamophobes 


Spring 2023 


o it seems that there is not much appetite for 
any of the parties to the right of the Conservative 
Party, with the Tories haemorrhaging council 
seats to Labour and the Liberal Democrats. 

In a post-Brexit Britain, there seems to be no place 
for the Eurosceptic parties, with UKIP not having any seats and 
Reform UK failing to stir things up in the way that its leader, 
Richard Tice, had predicted. Instead, both parties are licking 
their wounds and seem to be telling their members that these 
elections were just a precursor to the big one, a general election 
that, as they point out, has to be held before January 2025 and 
so are calling for candidates to come forward. Good luck there! 

Of the so-called ‘democrat’ parties, the English Democrats 
leader, Robin Tilbrook, managed to muster 10% of the vote 
coming third out of four, but that was on a 17% turnout. He 
gained merely 34 votes in Epping Forest Shelley ward. 

Over in Waltham Abbey, in Paternoster ward in the same 
Epping Forest elections, Julian Leppert mustered 25%, but 
crucially lost the seat he had won in 2019 as one of Anne Marie 
Waters’ For Britain candidates. The post-election address 
to members highlighted the 25%, but failed to mention that 
Leppert can no longer preface his name with the title ‘Cllr’. 

The Heritage Party had only three candidates and made little 
impact ,with Lara Hurley finishing last, 7 votes behind British 
Democrat’s Stephen Smith in the Kursaal ward of Southend- 
on-Sea. The English Constitution Party did slightly better in 
Barnsley, where Maxine Spencer achieved 8% in the Dearne 
North ward, although Janus Polenceusz polled only 2% in 
neighbouring Dearne South ward. 


‘New’ parties 
So to the ‘new’ parties that claim to be addressing critical 
issues: this includes the National Housing Party (NHP) (maybe 
giving a little clue to its nationalist background in the choice of 
name). NHP leader John Lawrence only managed 3% in the 
Hollinwood ward in Oldham. Callum Leat, ex-British National 
Party (BNP) activist, exceeded the leader’s vote, gaining 5% in 
the Doddington ward in South Gloucestershire. Gary Bergin, 
another ex-BNP activist did less well in Claughton ward of 
Wirral District council, coming in with only 2% of the vote. 

Alliance for Democracy and Freedom, also recently formed, 
did at least manage to stand 23 candidates. Its leader, Dr Teck 
Khong, emphasises that, although it has key policies such as 
being against 15-minute cities, it wants its candidates to be free 
from any ‘whip’ and to act in the interest of their communities. 
Where they stood three candidates in the Oldham ward of 
Royton North, they averaged only 3% of the vote, but it is 
interesting to note that they came ahead of the three Liberal 
Democrat candidates in the ward. 

Freedom Alliance, whose leader, Angela Lewis-Wright is 
a retired nurse, managed to stand 37 candidates, fielding a 
candidate in all but one ward on the Wirral council, which 
happened to be the Claughton ward that the NHP’s Bergin was 
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Poor show 
National Housing 
Party leader 
John Lawrence 
gained 3%, most 
of leader Angela 
Lewis-Wright's 
Freedom Alliance 
candidates 
mustered less 
than 1% each, 
while Britain 
First's Nick 
Scanlon gained 
10% in Kent 


contesting. Candidates had colourful leaflets outlining their core 
policies, which again included being against 15-minute cities 
and fighting against a ‘cashless’ society. However, in Wirral 
nearly all the candidates were each only able to muster 1% of the 
vote. The majority came in last, and the highest vote share was 
2%. 


Far-right rump 

Finally, how did the rump of the far right, who were standing on 
amore overt anti-migrant ticket do? Britain First could only find 
seven people willing to stand as candidates, despite much effort 
to hold selection meetings. Notwithstanding the small number 
of candidates, its leader Paul Golding claims in his post-election 
briefing to members that they ran gold, silver and bronze 
campaigns in order to prioritise the measly seven campaigns. 

Golding claims to have been a ‘decoy’ candidate in 
Swanscombe, so Nick Scanlon could run in Darenth without the 
interference of anti-fascists to explain why Scanlon gained 10% 
compared with his own share of 4.98%. Both trailed last in the 
polls, with Scanlon coming fourth of four, and Golding last of 
six. Ashlea Simon in Salford’s Walkden North managed to come 
second of six candidates, but was down to 18.08% compared 
with her previous show of 21.6%. 

The very rump of the far right: Timothy Knowles gained less 
than 1 % of the vote as the National Front’s only candidate in 
Codnor ward of Amber Valley. Andrew Emerson, standing for 
Patria in East ward, Chichester, came last, but with a vaguely 
more respectable 3.84%. Ex-BNP Cllr in Coalville, Leicestershire 
Graham Partner, standing as an Independent in the Hermitage 
ward of North Leicestershire, this time came third of four 
candidates but managed 19.18% of the vote, no doubt due 
to having previously held office. Another Independent, Gary 
Butler, gained 7% in Shepway North, Maidstone. 

Northern Ireland goes to the polls on 18 May 2023. 


A fuller analysis of the results and what they mean for the 
far right in terms of the future of their electoral politics can 
be found on the Searchlight website: https://tinyurl.com/ 
Searchlight-poll-disaster 
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We are many and we 


s a movement, we have 
some key dates when we 
celebrate past anti-fascist 
struggles such as the 
Battle of Cable Street in 
1936 and the Battle of Lewisham in 1977, 
or mark the many dates on which people 
lost their lives in a racist murder. 
Thirty years on from the murder of 
Stephen Lawrence many feel that we 
are going backwards in terms of fighting 
racism and fascism when we look across 
Europe, internationally and here in 
the UK. As a movement, we know to 
be ever vigilant and be ready to fight 
the same battles over again. We know 
that we will need to take to the streets 
to oppose the far right when they try to 
stir up hatred in our communities and 
there are times, as currently, when we 
are fighting fire as they repeatedly take 
to the streets in every region of the UK in 


support of a number of so-called ‘causes’. 


Recognising the guises that the far 
right adopts is a key aspect of fighting 
fascism, but getting out on the streets 
and saying ‘you will not pass’ has to 
remain the bottom line for the anti- 
fascist movement. Mobilising the 
numbers needed to ensure there are 
many ‘more of us’ than the numbers the 
far right can muster can be challenging. 


THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY of the racist 
murder of Stephen Lawrence gave an 


As our reports in this issue reveal, the far right is in disarray, 
but still pushing its poison on our streets, SO we must 
remain vigilant and continue to build a coalition of anti- 
racist and anti-fascist forces, argues Cathy Pound 


A mass turnout, however, is what 
secures the safety of those attending 
and, crucially, it can and does act as a 
deterrent to far-right groups when they 
weigh up whether to make a return visit 
to an area. 

One date that has become part of the 
calendar for anti-fascists and anti-racists 
is the annual Anti-Racism March held 
on the nearest Saturday to the UN 
International Day for the Elimination 
of Racial Discrimination on 21 March, 
which marks the date in 1960 of the 
Sharpeville Massacre, which saw the 
South African police open fire and kill 69 
people protesting the Pass Laws. 

Stand Up To Racism, supported by the 
TUC, began building an annual march 
in London, Glasgow and Cardiff, with 
the first Anti-Racism Day march taking 
place in 2014. World against Racism and 
Fascism began more recently to build 
an international coalition of anti-racist 
organisations (no mean feat in itself), so 


that the date is marked in an increasing 
number of countries and cities across the 
world. 

These dates are important because 
they bring together a broad coalition of 
groups and individuals to celebrate the 
anti-racist and anti-fascist movement, to 
take strength from each other, as well as 
be reminded by speakers at these rallies 
of the extent of the threat from the far 
right we currently face. These are days, 
when we are in charge of the agenda, we 
can mobilise and build support ahead of 
our chosen date and location. 

The #Resist Racism day on 18 March 
2023 saw 12,000 march in London, with 
3,000 marching in Glasgow and 600 in 
Cardiff. These may not have been the 
largest turnouts, but we are in the middle 
of a crippling cost of living crisis. Many 
trade union members have been taking 
ongoing strike action, so it is likely that 
some of those who would usually attend 
were unable to join us this year. 


opportunity not only to remember the life 
of a young man taken too soon who had 
hoped to become an architect, but also 

to reflect on the gains and losses made in 
the 30 years since. 

The Casey Report was a timely reminder 
that the police have not been able to make 
significant institutional and cultural change. 
Searchlight was honoured to spend the 
evening of 21 April 2023 at the TUC event at 
which Dr Neville Lawrence spoke candidly 
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about the treatment the family had received 
following Stephen's murder, saying that he 
could never forgive the police for that. 

On the anniversary itself, 22 April, 
members of the Searchlight team and the 


local Stand Up To Racism Lewisham group 
(pictured right) joined Stephen's father once 
again, this time at the place where Stephen 
had died, to lay flowers and spend time 
reflecting on Stephen's life. 
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Addressing the rally in London, TUC 
Race Equality Officer Wilf Sullivan 
said that the thousands marching had 
‘showed that they will not be fooled by 
the divide and rule tactics, that they 
will not be diverted from the real issues 
resulting from austerity, the cost of living 
crisis, the de-funding of public services 
and the destruction of the NHS’. 

Echoing a new chant from this year’s 
march, ‘We're with Lineker, We’re 
with Wrighty — Anti racists always 
Mighty’, SUTR co-convenor Weyman 
Bennett added: ‘We are part of a mighty 
movement, and that’s what we need, 
here and internationally, to push back 
the threat of the far right, fascists and the 
wider racist assault that gives them the 
space to grow.’ 

Through the work of World against 
Racism and Fascism, an increasing 
number of actions are being co-ordinated 
on Anti-Racism Day, which saw events 
taking place on 18 March 2023 in 
Austria, Catalonia, Spain, Denmark, 
France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, 
Morocco, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Norway, Poland, South Africa, Tunisia 
and the USA. 


Asylum-seekers 

Currently, anti-fascists in the UK are 
being kept busy by the far right around 
two disparate issues: on the one hand 
hotels that house asylum-seekers and on 
the other drag queen storytelling events. 

Making drag queen storytelling 
events a focus for public protest was a 
calculated move by the far right, knowing 
that there are differing views within 
the progressive movement, which has 
allowed the right to create divisions 
between those who would normally 
stand together to oppose them. 

The early ‘visits’ by far-right activists to 
hotels were largely unannounced, which 
meant that counterprotests were not 
always feasible. However, in many cases, 
organisations supporting refugees made 
solidarity visits afterwards, taking food 
and talking with residents. The fact that 
people had come to counter the angry 
mob that had assembled in Knowsley 
on 10 February 2023 was important to 
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are mighty 


those inside the hotel, who witnessed the 
violence unfolding outside and endured 
the sheer hatred directed to them in the 
form of chants and missiles being hurled. 

One of those inside the hotel told 
Care4Calais when they visited following 
the attack that they reassured those 
in the hotel that the counterprotesters 
‘are the English people who stood by 
us with their humanity. A few thugs 
who represent an almost insignificant 
minority do not measure up to 
representing these English people’. 

The recent dates for protests outside 
hotels have been publicised in advance 
by Patriotic Alternative, which has 
allowed local communities to build broad 
coalitions across anti-racist groups, 
the trade union movement, faith and 
community groups, and groups already 
supporting refugees. 

Knowsley and Skegness were a 
wake-up call and the hotel protests show 
no sign of letting up, with anti-fascists 
needing to be ready to mobilise whether 
it be in Rotherham or Hove, Cannock 
Chase or in Erskine where a hotel has 
been repeatedly targeted. 

The first mobilisation in Erskine in 
February was at very short notice, and 
since then there have been occasions 
when anti-fascists and anti-racists 
numbered 150 to the 80 of the far right, 
but on Sunday 19 February in Erskine 
there were only 90 to the right’s 70. 

Activists have continued to mobilise 
outside the Muthu Glasgow River Hotel 
in Erskine, gathering every Sunday in 
recent weeks. It is a great testament to 
the movement that they have kept up 
the momentum, ensuring that sufficient 
numbers are present each time. The 
recent ‘Treland for All’ march in Dublin 
on 18 February 2023 saw an impressive 
50,000 take to the streets in the wake of 
a number of anti-migrant rallies. 


Turning Point 

Patriotic Alternative was among the 
first to protest a Drag Queen Story 
Hour event at Bexleyheath Library in 
July 2022, with more recent protests 
being publicised by Turning Point 
UK, no doubt in a bid to appear more 


Fighting back 


Demonstrations 
against the far 
right in Wales 
and Merseyside 
(top and centre); 
and (above) 
stopping far- 
right protesters 
disrupting a drag 
queen story-telling 
event 
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‘respectable’. (Turning Point UK is 

an offshoot of Turning Point USA 
(TPUSA), which is one of the best 
examples of the anti-woke, culture-wars 
element of the right.) TPUSA operates 
on campuses in the USA to counter 

what it sees as left-wing dominance 

and indoctrination in academia and to 
promote conservatism. TPUSA members 
are largely college students. 

Those turning up at a Turning Point 
UK protest are not college students. 
Calvin Robinson, a right-wing political 
commentator with a regular slot on 
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GB News regularly speaks at its protests, 
alongside fellow right winger, Laurence 
Fox. Turning Point UK has not been 
able to mobilise large numbers at these 
protests, but it seems determined 

to continue with the protests and 
returned for the third time to The 
Honor Oak Tavern on 29 April, despite 
being outnumbered on their previous 
visits. They were yet again massively 
outnumbered, with the road filled with 
people defending the pub while the police 
contained the small number of far- right 
protesters on the pavement opposite. 

On 25 February 2023, Stand Up to 
Racism South East London and other 
anti-fascists mobilised hundreds of 
people to oppose Turning Point UK. As 
the morning progressed, the activists 
continued to come from far and wide 
from the LGBT+ community and the 
anti-fascist community. The numbers 
were such that the police had to close the 
road to all traffic. Busy bus routes had 
to be diverted for several hours. A few 
dozen far-right protesters were due to 
be standing opposite the pub but were 
stuck several hundred yards down the 
road, held back by the sheer number of 
anti-fascists. 

After speeches from Lewisham’s 
Deputy Mayor, Brenda Dacres, and other 
speakers, music played and there was, 
indeed, dancing in the streets. 

On the morning of 10 March 2023, 
Turning Point UK gathered-outside The 
Great Exhibition pub in East Dulwich, 
despite knowing that no such event was 
scheduled. The protesters delighted 
in their successthat it had not taken 
place (the pub’s website had failed to 
be updated), insisting that they would 
continue to protest until the pub took 
the position that it would not hosts such 
events in future. 

On leaving East Dulwich, some of 
the protesters proceeded to The Honor 
Oak Tavern, filming customers inside 
through the windows, with the police 
later informing the pub that Turning 
Point UK intended to hold another 
protest on 29 April. Those attending on 
their previous visits to the Honor Oak 
pub on 25 February and 25 March have 
been identified as long-standing far-right 
activists such as ex-Combat 18 member 
Phil Curson. 

We do not always have the luxury 
of knowing the date on which we need 
to mobilise. The movement has to be 
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ready to respond quickly and on many 
an occasion has done so, for example 
with communities mobilising against 
immigration raids, using social media 
networks to get people to an address 
there and then. 

Kenmure Street, Glasgow, in May 
2021, was one such well-publicised 
example of many successful community 
responses, when a Home Office van that 
had already placed two people in it had 
to allow them both out after the quick 
community response was so great that 
the van simply could not drive away. 

Other successful anti-raids 
mobilisations include stopping young 
asylum-seekers who were students 
at Lewisham and Southwark College 
being moved from their Greenwich 
accommodation to Luton in March of 
this year. 


Ballot box 
Finally, we do, of course, take to the 
streets to deliver leaflets when far-right 


Speaking up 
UN Day Against 
Racism was 
marked on 

18 March this 
year (top), and 
(above) one of 
the ongoing 
demonstrations in 
Erskine opposing 
the far right, 
such as Patriotic 
Alternative 
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groups go to the ballot box. Britain 

First, having been one of the first to 

film their visit to a hotel in August 2020 
have moved back to the electoral game. 
Exposing the messages that they are 
pushing and the background of many 

of the candidates is critical because, 
although these parties may not have had 
much success in the 4 May local elections, 
they will have been able to spread their 
toxic election materials by dropping them 
through people’s doors and distributing 
them at stalls in town centres. 

These leaflets can serve as a successful 
recruitment tool and in these challenging 
times we do not want to see people won 
over to the politics of hatred. As anti- 
fascists, we are being kept on our toes 
and on our toes we need to stay, ready to 
act at short notice, as well as continuing 
to build broad coalitions, that can gather 
together in large numbers, whether in 
celebration or to say loud and clear ‘they 
shall not pass’. & 
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A toxic brand built 
on bad publicity 


Despite awaiting trial on charges that include human trafficking 
and rape, and being kicked off most social media platforms, 
Tate continues to peddle his poison. Huw Davies reports 


he notorious misogynist 

and disgraced social media 

influencer, Andrew Tate, 

who is currently awaiting 

trial in Romania, faces a 
new legal challenge from three women in 
the UK, who plan to sue him for damages 
over allegations that he raped and 
abused them while they were working for 
him as webcam models. 

Tate was arrested in December 2022 
in Romania, along with his brother 
Tristan Tate and two Romanian women, 
on suspicion of human trafficking, rape 
and forming an organised crime group to 
exploit women. The brothers were held in 
jail since their arrest last December, but 
were released early in April and placed 
under house arrest. 

Tate is a former kickboxer-turned- 
social-media-influencer who made a 
name for himself by voicing extreme 
and violently misogynistic views to an 
online audience of predominantly young 
men and boys. 

His relatively fast rise to notoriety 
included being kicked off Channel 4’s Big 
Brother in 2016 due to a sexual assault 
and physical abuse investigation. Footage 
had surfaced of him beating a woman 
with a belt. Shortly after being kicked 
off the show, posts with homophobic 
and racist slurs were discovered on his 
Twitter page. Despite the controversies, 
his following grew. 

For Tate, bad publicity really is better 
than no publicity. In fact, bad publicity 
is largely what he has built his brand 
on. He is known for his derogatory 
comments about women, and his views 
on gender roles and relationships 
have been criticised for perpetuating 
harmful stereotypes and promoting toxic 
masculinity. 
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The three women who intend to sue 
him worked as webcam models for him 
from 2013 onwards in Luton. They say 
they were threatened and abused, and 
suffered physical and psychological 
harm, which has seriously affected their 
lives. They first complained to police 
about Tate eight years ago, but say that 
their case was not investigated properly. 

One told Sky News: ‘To have seen 
Andrew Tate’s rise in popularity and 
influence, while knowing who he is and 
what he has done, has been extremely 
difficult for those of us who were sexually 
and physically abused by him.’ 

According to their lawyer, the 
allegations include ‘rape, sexual and 
physical assaults, including holding guns 
to the women’s heads, strangulations 
including with belts’, and other 
unacceptable behaviour. 

Unsurprisingly, Tate has been 
supported by Tommy Robinson, with 


Perfect match 
Vile right-wing 
activist Tommy 
Robinson 

took time to 
visit Andrew 
Tate and his 
brother Tristan 


whom he became close when they both 
lived in Luton. 

An investigation by The Observer 
newspaper in 2022 revealed how 
Tate had managed to go from relative 
obscurity to worldwide fame in a 
matter of months. His supporters were 
encouraged to flood social media with 
his most controversial clips in order to 
achieve maximum engagement. 

This strategy has been described 
by experts as a blatant attempt at 
manipulating the TikTok algorithm. If 
so, it has certainly achieved its aims. Tate 
has amassed an enormous following: his 
TikTok videos have been watched more 
than 11.6 billion times and estimates 
suggest that over 110,000 people have 
signed up for the newest iteration of 
Tate’s online Hustler University at a cost 
of $49.99 per month. 

Much of Tate’s content appears to 
break TikTok’s rules banning misogyny, 
but the platform has done little to prevent 
his videos being spread and the algorithm 
actively promotes his content to young 
users. He is banned from Instagram, 
YouTube and Facebook for violating rules 
on ‘dangerous individuals’ and was only 
allowed back on Twitter in November. 

The impact of Tate’s views on young 
men and boys cannot be understated. 

By promoting harmful and divisive 
ideologies, he is contributing to a culture 
of extreme intolerance and bigotry. This 
can have a lasting impact on the way that 
young men and boys view themselves 
and others, and can contribute to a cycle 
of violence and discrimination. * 
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Behind the new 


iteration of an 
age-old plot 


Following an on-air diatribe delivered by GB News host 


Neil Oliver, Martyn Lester mulls over the possible source 
for the latest variant of the conspiracy theory that there is a 


sinister group bent on imposing a ‘one-world government’ 


ack in February, in what 

have been described as 

‘highly unusual statements’, 

both the Board of Deputies 

of British Jews and the All 
Party Parliamentary Group Against 
Antisemitism (APPG) issued warnings 
to the television channel GB News that 
areas of its output seemed to be flirting, 
at least, with the kind of conspiracy 
hunts that have, over decades or even 
centuries, run closely in parallel with the 
idea that the planet is secretly controlled 
by a Jewish cabal. 

Although the right-wing news-and- 
opinion broadcaster is no stranger to 
airing views that some might consider 
conspiracist rather than controversial, 
the broadcast that particularly rang 
alarm bells among the Deputies and MPs 
was a monologue in which presenter 
Neil Oliver railed against ‘those in 
pursuit of centralised power — of a one- 
world government’. Oliver asserted that 
these mostly unnamed people ‘hate, 
with every fibre of their being, sovereign 
nation states’. Their aim is ‘total control 
of the people’. 

Insofar as there was a singled out 
target for his ire, it was billionaire 
Bill Gates and, what Oliver repeatedly 
refers to, as his ‘so-called vaccines’. 
Otherwise, these supposed wannabe 
global overlords were identified in 
broad terms such as ‘parliament’ and 
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‘governments elsewhere in the West’. 
Much of what Oliver had to say was 
alarming — or perhaps we should say 
‘alarmist’ — but not exclusively far right 
or even novel. Concern that national 
interests are often overridden by powers 
outside democratic control is arguably 
the main theme of the anti-globalist 
movement, which few would describe 
as being, on balance, right wing. And 
vaccine scaremongers are, although 
rife in ‘libertarian’ circles in the USA in 
particular, not confined to the right wing 
of politics. One of Britain’s best known 
anti-vaxxers is Piers Corbyn, who was 
once an International Marxist Group and 
then a Labour Party activist. 


‘Neo-liberal elite’ 

What undoubtedly raised red flags for 
the Jewish Deputies and MPs of various 
parties will have been Oliver’s use of 
the phrase ‘one-world government’ to 
describe the objective of the grand plot 


Silent Weapons purports to be 

a manifesto or manual (for total 
economic and social control) 
which somehow escaped its ‘top 
secret’ classification and slipped 
out into the wild 


TNEIL OLIVER LIVE 
‘A SILENT 


that he perceives as pervading politics. 
In parallel with (though not precisely 

the same as) the concept of a New World 
Order, variants on this conspiracy theory 
have been in play in one form or another 
for well over a century, with the cast list 
of conspirators shuffling according to the 
latest political fashions. 

Sometimes particular rich and/or 
powerful families are cited. At other 
times the Freemasons will be on the 
list — or the more secretive and insidious 
(though likely mostly fictional, in 
modern times) Illuminati. In the 21st 
century, the finger tends to be pointed 
more often at a vaguer ‘neo-liberal 
elite’. Or, at the wildest fringes, it is 
pointed to the Priory of Sion (yes — the 
one from The Da Vinci Code!) or to 
shapeshifting transdimensional aliens 
who ‘walk among us’. But, although the 
composition of the supposed cabal is 
reasonably fluid, the list of conspiracists 
often terminates with ‘and the Jews’ 
(sometimes dressed up as ‘the Zionists’). 

The theory arguably reached its 
zenith (or do we mean ‘nadir’?) with 
the ‘discovery’ in 1903 of The Protocols 
of the Elders of Zion — supposedly 
the minutes or summary of a secret 
international conference of Jewish 
leaders intent on taking over the planet, 
while destroying European culture/ 
civilization en route. The Protocols were, 
in fact, an elaborate forgery. But, despite 
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What is GB news? 


Oliver's assertion 
that there is a 
cabal seeking 
world power is far 
from new 


GBNEWS.UK 


GB News came to life via the parting of company between the BBC and its 
veteran political interviewer Andrew Neil. 

Neil was persuaded to become chairman and lead presenter of a new TV/ 
radio channel, backed by £60 million capital, where the take on news and 
current affairs were ‘balanced’ (other media being too ‘woke’). 

Neil in effect quit less than two weeks after the channel's on-air launch 
in June 2021, later stating that he had been allowed virtually no say in the 


channel's editorial approach or content. 


Over the next 11 months or so, five of the remaining eight directors of the 


company also resigned. 


being comprehensively shown to be a 
hoax during the early 1920s, they were 
deployed by the Nazis as ‘evidence’ to 
help indoctrinate German schoolchildren 
and the military against Jews — Hitler 
having argued in Mein Kampf that the 
debunking of The Protocols was in itself 
‘the best proof that they are authentic’. 


Murky document 

We need to be clear here that Oliver’s 

GB News monologue had nothing to say 
specifically about Jews, either collectively 
or individually, and was certainly not a 
précis of The Protocols. In reporting on 
what Oliver had to say for himself both 
The Guardian and The Jewish Chronicle 
pointed instead to what they perceived 
as references or similarities to another 
murky document: Silent Weapons for 
Quiet Wars. (Oliver/GB News even 
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flagged the opinion segment with the 
echoic title ‘A Silent War’.) 

Like The Protocols, Silent Weapons 
purports to be a manifesto or manual 
(for total economic and social control) 
which somehow escaped its ‘top secret’ 
classification and slipped out into 
the wild. 

Some versions in circulation say that 
it was found, intact, inside a second- 
hand photocopier in the mid-1980s 
(a sloppy error by the supervillains that 
might seem comical even in a James 
Bond movie). Others assert that it had 
at least passed through the hands of 
the CIA, and yet others that, like The 
Protocols, it was in part a summary of 
an international symposium of moneyed 
world domination conspirators — in this 
case the first meeting of the Bilderberg 
Group, back in 1954. 


A spectre returns 


It is a very odd document, intent on 
seeing economic and social controls 
as analogous to electronic systems 
(complete with circuit diagrams). As 
such, it is something of a thicket to 
comprehension, but it appears to propose 
that large volumes of more or less 
worthless promissory notes can be issued 
as though they were actual currency, 
provided the banks/reserves ensure that 
populations are periodically devastated 
through war or genocide. To which you 
can add — as do some ‘Covid sceptics’, 
who are the latest avid readers of Silent 
Weapons — pandemics that kill millions. 

While there’s no overt ‘we are a 
Jewish cabal’ specification to the 
conspiracy outlined in Silent Weapons, 
the document does explicitly (and at fair 
length) attribute the origins of its core 
theory to Mayer Amschel Rothschild 
(1744-1812), founding patriarch of 
the still very much extant Jewish 
banking dynasty. 

The Rothschilds feature as villains in 
countless right-wing conspiracy theories, 
even if a more unpopular figure in recent 
times, especially among conservative US 
conspiracists, has been Hungarian-born 
— and, of course, Jewish — billionaire 
George Soros. 


Dangerous 

‘GB News abhors racism and hate in all 
its forms and would never allow it on 
the channel,’ the broadcaster told The 
Guardian when the paper followed up 
on the complaints. 

But the Deputies’ and the APPG 
statements did not allege any incidences 
of bare-faced racism. As Conservative 
MP Nicola Richards phrased it: ‘These 
developments should be of concern 
to GB News editors, owners, and 
producers and I hope they will be 
carefully reviewing them ... there is a 
responsibility not to open the door to 
conspiratorial anti-Semitism or other 
misinformation.’ 

In other words, with this talk of a plot 
to impose a one-world government, 
there is a danger that the channel is 
at minimum nudging that door ajar. 
The complaints are not so much a 
shot across the bows of GB News as a 
warning along the lines of ‘Hey! Are you 
aware that your ship may be drifting 
towards a dangerous reef?’ And with 
an explicit call on Ofcom to keep an eye 
on the situation. e 
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"We must not waste our 


lives in dull inaction’ 


Alfio Bernabei reports on the commemoration of an event addressed 100 years 
ago by suffrage campaigner and socialist Sylvia Pankhurst, who was one of the first to 
warn the world outside Italy of the dangers of fascism - a warning that still holds today 


he re-enactment 

of historical events 

nearly always 

prompts feelings of 

participation and 
reflection. Those taking part are 
usually prepared to set their mind 
on a path between past and present, 
with a sense of wanting to embrace 
the significance of the recollection 
and give it continuity in time. 

This was certainly the case for the 
event that took place in March this 
year in a quaint three-storey building 
in Clerkenwell, a part of London once 
known as Little Italy. The venue was 
packed and the audience was enraptured 
as the story unfolded. There was 
something in the air — as if the walls had 
ears, or retained echoes of voices which 
gave warnings that went unheeded, 

a failure for which humanity paid a 
heavy price. 

The event was staged to mark the 
100th anniversary of the meeting 
against fascism in Italy that took place at 
Dondi’s club on 25 March 1923. It was 
the first anti-fascist gathering in the UK 
that carried the word ‘protest’ written in 
capital letters in the notice that appeared 
in the Workers’ Dreadnought, the 
weekly edited by staunch suffrage and 
political activist Sylvia Pankhurst. 

It stated: ‘A PROTEST MEETING 
AGAINST the Fascist Reaction in 
Italy and the Camorra de Lospedali in 
London. Speakers: E. Sylvia Pankhurst, 
Pietro Gualducci.’ 

Dondi’s stood at number 24/25A Eyre 
Street Hill in the heart of Clerkenwell’s 
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Little Italy and was 
described as a bowling club run by a 
family of Italians. Most of that part of the 
district has vanished, but this building 
remains miraculously intact. Today, it 
has the name of Gunmakers, a pub that 
retains a rear section where customers 
would once play the game of bowls. This 
must have made the Italian descendants 
from families who had gravitated to that 
area since the 1850s feel at home. 


Political refugees 

What had brought Pankhurst to this 
meeting with the Italian community of 
Clerkenwell? The answer is that she had 
kept track of the development of fascism 
in Italy from the start and was the first 
well-known public figure in Britain to 
denounce Mussolini's Fascist Party as a 
criminal organisation. 


This had happened through the contacts 


she had established with a number of 
Italian political refugees in London — 


One month after 


the ‘Black Shirt 
Gala Ball’ on 25 
February 1923, 
organised by the 
London Branch 
of the Italian 
fascist party, 
Sylvia Pankhurst 
addressed the 
protest meeting 
at Dondi’s 


mostly communists and anarchists, 

whose presence she had probably 
detected at an early stage as they had 

been extremely vocal in opposing the 
First World War. 

Pankhurst would have heard of 
Errico Malatesta, for instance. He 
was making news to the extent that, 
when he was arrested and threatened 
- with deportation, the British 
_ trade unions arranged for a large 
_ demonstration in his support that 
culminated in Trafalgar Square. 

- Another political exile, Silvio Corio, 
was a Close friend of his. Corio was a 
talented typographer and a journalist 

who gained a lot of attention for his 

investigative journalism. Pankhurst 
would certainly have read his articles, 
which suggested that Fleet Street 
newspaper proprietors had made 
fortunes through their support of the 
slave trade, and denounced atrocities 
committed by Italian soldiers during the 
invasion of Libya, which were published 
in the independent socialist daily the 

Daily Herald. 

It was Corio and his friends who 

had alerted Pankhurst to the birth of 
fascism in March 1919. Corio had grown 
up in Turin, one of Northern Italy’s 
major industrial towns, where labour 
unrest had erupted soon after and metal 
workers, in particular, held protests 
and set up workers’ councils, in what 
seemed like the prelude to a revolution. 
Armed Blackshirts were already at work 
attacking trade unions and left-wing 
newspaper offices. 

In October, Pankhurst and Corio 
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Echoes from history 

Sylvia Pankhurst and her 
Italian partner Silvio Corio 
(above). Right and below: 
outside Dondi’s club in the 
1920s, which is today the 
Gunmakers’ pub. Pictured are 
Sylvia Pankhurst Memorial 
Committee members Philippa 
Clark, Megan Dobney and Mary 
Davis (first, second and fourth 
left), with author Alfio Bernabei 
(centre) and actor Emma Beatty 
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travelled to the city to take stock of the 
situation. She met Marxist philosopher 
and writer Antonio Gramsci and, 
although they did not see eye to eye on 
the best way to bring about a revolution, 
the visit clearly had a strong impact on 
Sylvia. She then travelled to Bologna, 
where she attended the congress 

of the socialist party and witnessed 
violent clashes involving Mussolini’s 
supporters. She was quick to detect an 
indication of worse to come. Leaving 
Corio behind, who was being pursued 


by the police and feared being arrested 
at the border, she left the country, 
apparently crossing the Alps on foot. 


Corio finally joined her in London and, 
through the Workers’ Dreadnought, 
they were the first to ring the warning 
bell about the fascists, describing them 
as a bunch of terrorists who presented a 
menace not only to Italy but to the rest 
of Europe. 

Both Pankhurst and Corio took notice 
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Photo: Megan Dobney 


of the creation in London of a branch 
of the Italian Fascist Party at the end 

of 1921. It held its first congress on 

15 January 1922 at the International 
Sporting Club at 25 Noel Street in Soho, 
and they reported on the first march of 
Italian fascists to Westminster Abbey in 
the autumn of the same year. 

One of the first public meetings 
attended by Pankhurst in London, 
organised specifically to denounce ‘the 
fascisti dictatorship’, took place on 
13 January 1923 at the same address 
where the fascist event had taken place. 
She spoke alongside political refugees, 
such as anarchist Vittorio Taborelli, 
recently arrived from Italy after the 
fascists had threatened his family, and 
Pietro Gualducci, an anarcho-syndicalist 
who had been threatened with 
deportation and who was the subject of 
a bulky file held by Scotland Yard. 

After this came the ‘protest meeting’ 
at Dondi’s on 25 March, just one month 
after the ‘Black Shirt Gala Ball’, a dance 
event organised by the London Branch 
of the Italian fascist party held at the 
Cecil Hotel in the Strand on 25 February 
1923 ‘in aid of the fund for the fascista 
home in London’. The ball was organised 
‘under the Patronage of the Italian 
Ambassador to the Court of St James, 
Marquis Della Torretta of the Princes of 
Lampedusa’, with the Italian Military 
and Naval attachés in attendance. It was 
probably intended as a celebration of 
Mussolini’s March on Rome that had 
taken place five months earlier. 

In Italy, opponents of fascism were 
being attacked, tortured and killed, 
while in London the fascists were 
dancing. 


Mobilised 
There was more than enough to enrage 
the group of Italian anti-fascists based in 
Clerkenwell and Soho, which included 
Corio, Gualducci, Emidio Recchioni, 
Francesco Galasso, Decio Anzani 
among others. They had started 
to mobilise against the fascists 
in July 1922 with the launch of 
their own weekly, J] Comento, 
which branded Mussolini as a 
bandit and leader of an association 
of delinquents. 

Through her friendship 
with Corio and 
Gualducci who were both 
contributors to Workers’ 
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Dreadnought, Pankhurst was ready to 


join them publicly to add her revulsion 
; : Re-enacting 
at what was happening not only in shecheaeh 
Italy but also in London. The fascists = 6 
at Dondi's 


were planning to organise the Italian 
community in the UK, which at the time 
numbered about 20,000, into what was 
described as a ‘state in miniature’. 

This meant the annexation of all 
existing Italian organisations in the UK: 
schools, social and cultural centres and 
trade unions. Even the Italian hospital 
(misspelt as ‘Lospedali’ in the notice 
advertising the meeting) was to be put 
under the control of the fascist party. In 
editorials published by L’Eco dTtalia, 
the Italian fascist weekly in London, the 
warning to the Italians in the UK was 
spelt out in capital letters: ‘OBEY.’ 

It is easy to imagine the sense of 
urgency behind the decision to hold the 
protest meeting at Dondi’s to denounce 
the violent methods that were being 
used to subjugate the community, 


reads outa 
speech that 


to action 100 
years ago 


Warning bells 


addressed by 
Sylvia Pankhurst, 
Emma Beatty 


echoes the call 


drawing comparisons with those used by 
a Mafia organisation, the ‘camorra’. 

At a distance of 100 years the re- 
enactment of that meeting in the same 
building, virtually unchanged, was 
organised by the Pankhurst Memorial 
Committee, which continues its 25 year- 
old campaign to have a statue of Sylvia 
Pankhurst erected in Clerkenwell Green, 
opposite the Marx Memorial Library 
and a short distance from the old Little 
Italy. 

This is the perfect choice of place: it 
illustrates the link between Pankhurst 
and the Italian community. It also 
gives due consideration to the tireless 
efforts of Pankhurst and her friends in 
the campaign against fascism — from 
the setting up of the Giacomo Matteotti 
Committee in memory of the socialist 
MP assassinated by the fascists to the 
launch of the weekly New Times and 
Ethiopia News to condemn the invasion 
of Ethiopia. Pankhurst’s was a lifelong 
commitment to anti-fascism that she 
pursued creatively and with tenacity, 
never yielding to threats or intimidation. 

Actor Emma Beattie narrated a 
speech based on Pankhurst’s articles 
from the Workers’ Dreadnought, ending 
with the exhortation to remain vigilant. 
It was left to the audience’s imagination 
to navigate the distance between past 
and present and take stock of the 
warning bells that had gone unheeded 
100 years ago. 

‘The deeds of pioneers are calling to 
us to do something,’ wrote Pankhurst as 
early as 1919, ‘to do, not waste our lives 
in dull inaction. How urgent it is, how 
terribly urgent’. e 


A ‘people's statue’ for Sylvia 


The campaign to erect a statue to 
commemorate Sylvia Pankhurst began 

25 years ago when four women trade 
unionists - and members of the National 
Assembly of Women - questioned why 
there was no statue of this outstanding 
suffragette to honour her commitment to 
peace, and her fight against racism, fascism 
and imperialism. 

Thus was born the Sylvia Pankhurst 
Memorial Committee, bringing trade 
unions and individual supporters 
together. College Green outside 
Parliament was the original site 


chosen but, although planning permission 
was granted by Westminster Council, it was 
rejected by a House of Lords committee. 

Now the C ommittee - Philippa Clark, 
Mary Davis, Megan Dobney and Barbara 
Switzer - hopes to see ‘a people's statue’ 
unveiled before long in Clerkenwell Green 
with the support of Islington Council. 

As progress is made, the Committee is 
finalising the funding needed to erect the 
statue, which has already been cast, and 
will welcome donations. 

To contribute, visit https://sylviapankhurst. 
gn.apc.org/donate and see @sylviastatue 
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Frene Ginwala, 1932-2023 


Activist who helped expose genesis 
of plot to kidnap ANC leaders 


earchlight was saddened 
to hear, just as our last 
issue went to press, of the 
death of Frene Ginwala, 
the veteran ANC activist 
and first Speaker in the post- 
apartheid South African parliament 
[National Assembly] who has died 
aged 90 years. Searchlight had 
worked closely with her in the late 
1980s, when she was based 
in London. 

Frene was of Indian South African 
descent and became involved 
with the ANC as a young woman 
organising underground escape 
routes for activists on the run. She 
had to leave South Africa in the late 
1960s and, with Oliver Tambo and 
Yusuf Dadoo, set up ANC offices in 
exile in Tanganyika (now Tanzania). 
Later she moved to London, where 
she was head of research in Tambo’s 
office and lived openly, and bravely, 
in Dulwich. 

In 1987, three men, formerly 
connected with the South African or 
Rhodesian military, were arrested 
in London and charged with conspiring 
to kidnap leading members of the ANC 
based in the capital and transporting 
them to South Africa by boat. 

The arrests were fortuitous: one 
of the men was seen by police acting 
suspiciously in a men’s toilet in central 
London. He produced ID claiming to 
be a chief constable in the Ministry of 
Defence police, but officers realised it 
was a fake and raided his home. There, 
according to a Foreign Office report, they 
found ‘an explosive device, a number of 
passports, invoices for arms purchases/ 
uniforms including British police 
uniforms and military uniforms with 
UN badges’. 

It was, according to prosecution 
lawyers, ‘a well thought-out plot’ to 
kidnap leading ANC members; police 
had recovered a hit list reported to 
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include the names of Oliver Tambo, Solly 


Smith, Pallo Jordan, Brian Bunting, 
Ronnie Kasrils and future South African 
president Thabo Mbeki. Also on the list 
was Ginwala, who contacted Searchlight 
for help in obtaining information on 

the men arrested. Over the next few 
weeks, we worked with her investigating 
the individuals concerned and those 
behind the plot. 

Then, out of the blue and without 
proper explanation, the prosecution 
dropped the charges. Attorney General 
Patrick Mayhew told the House of 
Commons that there was insufficient 
evidence to proceed. This, however, 
came after the men’s defence lawyers 
had threatened to identify a government 
minister and senior intelligence figures 
whom they alleged were also involved in 
the plot. The suspicion was that rogue 
members of MI6 were implicated. 


indefatigable 


Frene after her 
return to South 
Africa (above 
left); leaving the 
court where 
mercenaries 
faced trial for ANC 
kidnap plot, and 
(above) apartheid 
hitman Johan 
Niemoller 


A senior South African intelligence 
officer, Johan Niemoller, operating 
in London, left the country hurriedly. 
Many years later he was revealed to be 
the European Head of Operations for 
South Africa’s Civil Cooperation Bureau, 
which organised assassinations of anti- 
apartheid activists in the 1980s. 

Frene returned to South Africa in 
1991 and in 1994 was elected to the first 
post-apartheid South African Parliament 
and became its first Speaker, a position 
she held until 2004. She also played a 
leading role in writing the South African 
constitution. 

Soon after her appointment as 
Speaker she was again in contact with 
Searchlight, for help investigating 
mercenary companies active in southern 
Africa. We are proud to have worked 
with her. 

Andy Bell 
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Exposing the terror squad. 


hirty years ago, in April 

1993, ITV’s World In 

Action broadcast the first 

major investigation into 

the neo-nazi terror group 
Combat 18. It was the result of months 
of investigation carried out jointly 
with Searchlight. 

Combat 18 had its origins in a 
number of confrontations between the 
far right and anti-fascists in 1991, where 
the fascists consistently came off worst. 
In particular, the disruption of a League 
of St George meeting at Kensington 
Library really rankled. It was arising out 
of that incident that I was arrested and 
charged with violent disorder, a charge 
of which I was later acquitted. 

In 1992, some members of the British 
National Party (BNP) decided that 
enough was enough and a meeting was 
convened at the City of Paris pub in 
London to discuss how to offer better 
protection to far-right events. 

The original plan was essentially to 
beef up the BNP’s stewarding group. 
Some of those present, however, 
wanted to go further. They wanted 
to take the fight to the left and to the 
anti-fascists who were making their 
lives hell. ‘Payback time for us’ as one 
of them later put it. They decided to 
call themselves Combat 18, taking the 
first and eighth letters of the alphabet, 
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Gerry Gable describes the Searchlight/World In Action 
investigation that first exposed Combat 18 


the initials of Adolf Hitler. The leaders 
at that stage were Charlie Sargent, a 
hard-line nazi and former drug dealer, 
his brother Steve Sargent and Gary 
Hitchcock. 


Firebombed 

There soon followed a systematic 
campaign of violence and harassment 
against their opponents. People 

were telephoned in the middle of the 
night and told they would be ‘got’ by 
Combat 18. 

Left-wing premises were attacked: 
the offices of the communist paper the 
Morning Star were firebombed, and 
the anarchist Freedom Bookshop was 
stormed by a gang and smashed up. 
Left-wing papersellers in Brick Lane 
and Tower Hamlets were attacked 
and some badly beaten. The names, 
addresses and phone numbers of 
opponents were collected and published 
in a bulletin called Redwatch, which 
was little more than a hit list. 

C18 was receiving guidance and 
help from a prominent American nazi, 
Harold Covington who, in 1991, was 


Leading lights 


C18's Charlie 


Sargent and 


Eddie Whicker 


doorstepped by 
World In Action in 
the course of the 


investigation 


living secretly in east London. He had 
been the organiser of the infamous gun 
attack by Klansmen and neo-nazis on 
an anti-Klan rally in Greensboro North 
Carolina in 1979, when five anti-Klan 
marchers were shot dead. 

Covington’s stay in London was 
cut short when Searchlight heard 
about it from an insider in the 
BNP headquarters and tipped off a 
newspaper reporter who doorstepped 
him. He immediately fled the country. 
He did, however, provide C18 with a 
US PO Box number through which 
members could send intelligence they 
had gathered on opponents without 
having to use a UK address. 

Searchlight was receiving inside 
information about Combat 18 from 
quite an early stage. Matthew Collins 
and Tim Hepple, both young right- 
wingers who had turned and were 
working with Searchlight, were involved 
on the fringes of C18. 

Matthew was particularly well placed 
because of the close friendship he 
enjoyed with a man who had become 
one of C18’s leading figures, National 
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Front member Eddie Whicker. Both had 
also been enrolled into the London unit 
of the Ulster Defence Association. 
Working with World In Action, at 
the time one of British television’s 
premier investigative programmes, 
was a huge boost to Searchlight’s own 
investigation, which was already under 
way. It brought investigative resources 
we simply did not have, and it meant 
that the story would get to an audience 
of many millions. 


Concealed identity 

The programme was broadcast in April 
1993. It included testimony from many 
victims of C18 violence, some of whom 
showed great bravery in speaking 

out. The programme interviewed Tim 
about one C18 attack he had witnessed 
in Tower Hamlets. And, his identity 
concealed using an actor, Matthew 
identified Sargent and Whicker as being 
C18’s two most important leaders. 

Both men were confronted in the 
street by World in Action’s producer, 
Andy Bell. Sargent immediately 
attacked the camera crew and told 
Bell he would get ‘a bullet in your 
head’. Whicker replied ‘No comment’ 
when asked if he supported the UDA 
murdering Catholics. 

Sadly, despite all our efforts to 
conceal Matthews’ real identity, he soon 
came under suspicion. For a while he 
was protected by Whicker, who would 
have nothing ill said about his mate. But 
there came a point where the situation 
was unsustainable, and arrangements 
were made to get Matthew out of the 
country. He flew to Australia where a 
job and accommodation awaited him, 
and where he stayed for the next ten 
years. He was safe, but it was a huge 
price to have to pay for simply doing the 
right thing. 

In the May issue of Searchlight, 
immediately following the World In 
Action programme, we said: ‘It would 
be a dangerous mistake to assume that 
the organisation is finished.’ 

That assessment proved spot on. 

In fact, in the years following the 
programme, they moved into a far more 
dangerous and potentially deadly mode. 
We will tell that story in the next issue 
of Searchlight. e 
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Hiding within 
academia 


Higher education institutions in Australia have for decades 
turned a blind eye to prominent nazis sheltering among 
their university staff. Ann Douglas delves into the past 


uring 2023, Australian neo-nazis 

have been jumping on the so- 

called ‘anti-trans’ bandwagon, 

following the example of their 

British counterparts in Patriotic 
Alternative. On March 18, members of the 
National Socialist Network performed nazi 
salutes on the steps of Victoria’s parliament 
in Melbourne, leading the state premier, Dan 
Andrews, to promise legislation to ‘ban the 
nazi salute in Victoria’. 

What the state premier apparently did 
not know is that Melbourne’s academic 
establishment has for decades sheltered 
prominent nazis involved in setting up the 
National Front of Australia 45 years ago, who 
were raided by British police in connection 
with serious criminal charges and in the early 
1970s were active in the National Socialist 
Party of Australia. 

Today’s Australian nazi leader is a thug 
called Thomas Sewell, who invited convicted 
murderer Brenton Tarrant to join his previous 
group, known as the Lads Society, in 2017. 

In 2019, Tarrant killed 51 people in attacks on 
two mosques in Christchurch, New Zealand. 

Sewell himself was convicted in December 
2022 of a brutal assault on a security 
guard. His predecessors in Australian nazi 
movements of the 1970s were a more elite 
bunch, but even more committed to a 
sociopathic ideology. 

A convicted nazi terrorist, Alan Birtley, and 
his wife, Margaret Swan, were both leading 
figures in the National Front (NF) active 
in the UK and Australia. They were able to 
build networks of contacts with supposedly 
respectable right-wingers in Melbourne, 
thanks to influential family connections. 

Birtley died in Melbourne last year. His 
record as a dangerous extremist goes back half 
a century, beginning with explicitly nazi and 
Odinist groups including the National Socialist 
Party of Australia in 1972. Under the pen 


name Osred, he had for years been a regular 
contributor to the nazi magazine Heritage and 
Destiny, which published an obituary calling 
him ‘Alan James’. 


Nazi circles 

As a Melbourne University politics student 

in 1974, Birtley founded a far-right group 
called Eureka Students’ League (ESL) and 

was active in another group, called People 
Against Communism (PAC), which harassed 
anti-Vietnam War protesters. During a general 
purge of nazis, Birtley was expelled from PAC 
and in 1976 he took a beating from Australian 
anti-fascists. 

Among the activists in Birtley’s ESL was 
law student Rosemary Sisson. Also part of 
the nazi circle at Melbourne University was 
English student Margaret Swan, daughter of a 
prominent academic, Professor John Swan of 
Monash University. Birtley, Swan and Sisson 
formed a triangular romantic relationship, 
whose twists and turns were later monitored 
by Australia’s security and intelligence service, 
the Australian Security and Intelligence 
Organisation (ASIO). 

Having made contact with several fascist 
organisations, including Eric Butler’s anti- 
Semitic Australian League of Rights, the trio 
were part of a core group that established an 
antipodean branch of the NF, the National 
Front of Australia (NFA). By the time of the 
NFA’s inaugural meeting (under Sisson’s 
leadership) in June 1978, Birtley and Swan 
were in England. 


Back in Britain 

Birtley moved back to his native North-East 
where he became active in the Newcastle 
branch of the NF. Meanwhile, Swan studied 
for an Oxford postgraduate degree in Anglo- 
Saxon and Old Norse between 1976 and 1978, 
at the same time becoming an NF activist and 
eventually secretary of the NF Oxford branch. 
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In 1978, Birtley and Swan were raided by 
police and Special Branch, which discovered 
bomb-making equipment and materials in 
their home. Birtley was convicted alongside 
fellow activist James Tierney from Devon for 
the possession of bomb-making materials 
and given a surprisingly light sentence of two 
years in jail in December 1978. At the time of 
the conviction, Birtley was described as the 
‘security officer’ of Newcastle NF. 

Swan was never charged with any offences, 
but a large quantity of correspondence was 
seized by Special Branch, studied by MI5 and 
eventually transferred to ASIO headquarters. 

Soon after Birtley’s imprisonment, Swan 
was back in Australia, where she chaired the 
NFA’s annual general meeting at the Victorian 
Railways Institute, Melbourne, in March 
1979. Despite her extremist associations, she 
obtained a teaching post at Monash University, 
where her father was Dean of the Faculty 
of Science. 

More disturbing was that soon after 
returning — and while her partner Birtley was 
serving the jail sentence for nazi terrorism — 
Swan was accepted as a member of the Army 
Reserve (Monash University Regiment), 
where she took an officer training course and 
left as a corporal in 1982. She was following 
in the footsteps of her friend and NFA leader 
Sisson, who had joined the Army Reserve in 
1977, and had been attached to 108 Signal 
Squadron, Melbourne. 


Takeover 

After serving one year of his sentence, 
Birtley was released and was immediately 
able to re-enter Australia, where he 
resumed far-right activities and married 
Swan. Under the name Osred, he 

became well known in the international 
Odinist scene. 

The now Margaret Birtley continued 
to work as an academic and continued 
her professional career, unimpeded by 
her criminal nazi connections, moving 
from Monash University to Melbourne 
University in 1982. In 1987, she began a 
career in museum administration, taking 
up senior administrative roles, including 
positions with the Museums Association 
of Australia and Melbourne Cricket Club. 

In 2017, Margaret Birtley was 
awarded the Order of Australia (AM) 

‘for significant service to cultural 
heritage, particularly to the museums 
sector, to education, and to historical 
preservation’. 


By this time, she and Birtley had 
become part of a far-right takeover of 
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National Archives of Australia 


the Victoria branch of the English-Speaking 
Union (ESU). They were, in addition, leading 
figures in a supposedly mainstream and 
‘moderate’ anti-immigration pressure group, 
the British Australian Community. 

Margaret Birtley’s respectable friends in 
the academic and cultural world might be 
surprised by the contents of official files on 
her political background, including detailed 
correspondence with some of the world’s 
most hardcore nazis. (see below). A typical 
example was the letter from Sven Salicath of 
the Danish National Socialist Workers’ Party. 
On notepaper adorned with a swastika, and 
signing off with ‘HEIL HITLER’, Salicath 
arranged with the then Margaret Swan for 
her to visit Denmark in 1976 and liaise with 
Scandinavian nazis. 

Salicath was a veteran of the Free Corps 
Denmark, who fought with the armed forces of 
the Third Reich during the Second World War. 
During the last week of the war, he was part of 
a small group of fanatics who set up a journal 
to perpetuate nazism after Hitler’s defeat. 
During the postwar decades, Salicath and 
his allies operated mostly in secret, building 
international links and awaiting a time when 
the far right could again operate openly. 

Inside and outside the 21st century far 
right, questions will be asked about why the 
Birtleys and their small elite of Australian 
nazis received kid-glove treatment from the 
authorities and enjoyed unimpeded careers. @ 
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40 years ago, Searchlight magazine was 
much on our minds. In 1983, IREHR 
was a loosely bound group publishing a 
quarterly magazine called The Hammer, 
named after the Maccabees in ancient 
Israel, who fought for their right to 

form an autonomous homeland, fight 
anti-Semitism and live as Jews. 

We openly imitated Searchlight when 
we dubbed the magazine ‘anti-racist, 
ant-fascist news and analysis’. This year, 
2023, we are commemorating our 40 
years of anti-fascist, anti-racist service. 

In November 1982, we copied much of 
the first article on the Holocaust-denying 
Institute for Historical Review from the 
pages of Searchlight. 

At that time, we didn’t know anything 
about non-profit corporations except 
that we could get a reduced rate for 
mass mailings. We didn’t know anything 
about fundraising except paying for 
things out of our own money. Nobody 
was on salary. Everybody was a 
volunteer. I printed the magazine in my 
print shop, where much of the rest of 
the time I did business cards, folk music 
adverts, jazz programmes, newsletters, 
and the occasional synagogue Book of 
Remembrance. 

Over these 40 years, IREHR published 
news about the Posse Comitatus, and 
then joined with decent-minded farmers 
and rural clergy to drive them out of the 
Midwest farmbelt. We worked with the 
Coalition for Human Dignity (now out 
of business) and other organisations 
to bring testimony about the militias 
to Washington, DC, and to counter the 
drive towards paramilitary survivalism. 

We had some success after the 
Oklahoma City bombing in 1995, waking 
up people to the danger they faced. And 
we pioneered the investigation of the 
Tea Party movement, and helped move 
others, such as the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), to oppose it. 

At some point in 1983, IREHR 
became the official distributor for 
Searchlight in the States, a job we 
handled quite badly. We did, however, 
get the magazine on several newsstands, 
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- Still fighting 40 years on 


Leonard Zeskind reflects on the origins 
and work of the institute in the USA, and its 
co-operation with Searchlight throughout 


» 


the past four decades 


including one by the New York City 
Public Library. 

The last issue of IREHR’s magazine 
was published in Spring 1985. On 1 
July, I took a job as research director at 
the National Anti-Klan Network, which 
renamed itself the Center for Democratic 
Renewal as of 1 September, 1985. 

In 1988, I used frequent flyer miles 
to visit the UK for the first time and met 
Searchlight’s editor Gerry Gable for the 
first time. He took me to see the mural 
on Cable Street, and we talked long 
enough to have a meeting of minds. I 
agreed to submit articles to Searchlight 
on the American scene, and IREHR and 
Searchlight began a mutually beneficial 
relationship. 

That included IREHR’s continued 
contribution of articles, and speaking to 
British and European audiences from an 
American perspective. 


Power rockers 

In April 1989, Gerry asked me to come 
across the ocean. I spoke in Newcastle 
for the Tyne and Wear Anti-Fascist 
Association, and alongside a colleague 
from Berlin at a Leeds Trades Union 
Council event. I spoke next in Southall 
for a large anti-racist march and rally. 
On 24 April, Searchlight held a public 
forum at London University, and I 
spoke on similarities and differences 
between European and American far- 
right groups. 

On the invitation of Stoppa Rasismen 
(Stop Racism), Gerry and I went to 
Sweden. On 25 April 1989, we landed in 
Stockholm, then drove to Eskiltuna to 
meet with police. They were concerned 
with the invasion of British white power 
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rockers into their country, and we helped 
them understand the problem. 

The next day, we did meetings in 
Norrkoping and Linkopping. One thing 
of note: in one of these two sessions 
Gerry talked about Ian Stuart and his 
skinhead rock ‘n’ roll group. The adults 
in the room said that they thought 
that was just horrible, but nothing like 
that had happened to them or their 
surroundings. After we were done, a 
teenager in a Minnesota Twins jersey 
came and told us that Stuart had played 
in their town the weekend before, with 
300 young people attending. The moral 
of the story: young people themselves 
had to stop the white power rockers. 

On 28 April, we did our last event in 
Goteborg. We also met a Jewish woman 
who was a photographer, and she took 
me to the Jewish cemetery and talked 
about what life was like in ‘neutral’ 
Sweden during WWII. 

In December 1994, Gerry and I gave 
testimony on North American-United 
Kingdom links between racist terror 
groups to a parliamentary sub-committee 
hearing on racist violence. We talked 
about Gary Lauck, and the NSDAP-AO 
underground and other related topics. 

In May 1998, I gave a talk on White 
Supremacist Movements in the USA at 
the Spiro Institute of London University 
for Searchlight. On September 14, 
2012, at an International Conference 
on the Anglo-American Far Right at 
Northampton University, I was invited to 
talk on the Tea Party Movement. 

In April 2014, IREHR attended a 
Searchlight 50th Anniversary event. 

Just recently, IREHR helped get 
the truth out about the so-called 


Meeting of minds 


Leonard Zeskind 
(right), founder 
of IREHR, with 
long-time 
colleague and 
friend, Searchlight 
editor Gerry 
Gable (left) on 
their visit to 
Sweden in 1989 
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Constitutional Sheriffs and Police 
Officers Association (CSPOA). When it 
was bragging about getting 30 sheriffs to 
a meeting in Illinois, we wrote to all 102 
county sheriffs in that state and every 
state legislator with the truth about that 
racist organisation. Only five sheriffs 
showed up to the meeting, and the 
CSPOA was defeated. With some work 
from us, they also cancelled a meeting 
in Texas. 

IREHR is preparing for the future. 
I stepped down as president several 
years ago, and Devin Burghart — a 
generation younger than I am — took 
over as President and Executive Director. 
We now have paid staff members, 
and are looking to grow to meet the 
challenges ahead. € 


Leonard Zeskind is the founder of the 
Institute for Research and Education 
of Human Rights 
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David Rosenberg reports from Warsaw where a poignant anniversary was bei 


One week 
in Warsaw 


arsaw, Sunday 

16 April. It 

is three days 

before the Polish 

govérnment is due 
to host the official 80th anniversary 
commemoration of the Warsaw Ghetto 
Uprising, when its chosen guests will 
assemble in front of a stark, powerful 
monument, designed by Nathan 
Rapoport, a Warsaw-born Jew who 
survived the war in the Soviet Union. 
The monument depicts the heroism of 
the ghetto fighters in the midst of their 
incredible uprising against the Nazis 
that lasted nearly a month. 

With few weapons, hundreds of 
starved combatants, the youngest 
just 13 years old, fought a courageous 
but doomed guerrilla war against the 
might of the German army, which 
was determined to destroy the ghetto, 
building by building, and murder or 
deport its remaining inhabitants to 
death camps. Ironically, the materials 
used for the Uprising monument were 
procured from Scandinavia by the Nazi 
Albert Speer for a planned Third Reich 
victory monument. 

The current Polish government of 
PiS (Law and Justice) is one of the 
most right-wing nationalist regimes 
in Europe. Its harsh attitudes to 
minorities, especially non-white, 
non-Christian refugees seeking 
sanctuary on Poland’s border with 
Belarus, its closeness to Victor Orban’s 
reactionary government in Hungary, its 
disdain for women’s rights and LGBT 
rights, and its persecution of Jewish 
historians who reveal uncomfortable 
truths from Poland’s past, make PiS 
particularly unfit to claim ownership 
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of the ghetto fighters’ struggle. For the 
resisters it was a fight for dignity and 
freedom in a world of inhumanity. 
Small wonder, then, that alternative 
events were created to give broader 
and truer meanings to the ghetto 
inhabitants’ struggles. Although 
Poland’s current government would 
deny it, the troubles for Jews in 
Poland began several years before the 
Nazi invasion. Jews and their allies 
were physically combating Poland’s 
homegrown Catholic-nationalist far 
right through the 1930s, especially after 
the Przytyk pogrom in March 1936. In 
that decade, Jews comprised 10% of the 
entire Polish population and 25% of its 
trade unionists. In Warsaw, one in three 
of its inhabitants were Jews. 


Daily resistance 

An alternative event on 16 April this 
year literally revealed other dimensions 
to this history. It focused on the reverse 
side of Rapoport’s monument, a bas- 
relief, which, instead of resistance 
depicts Jewish victims, heads bowed, 
being corralled by Nazis towards the 
Umschlagplatz, the point of deportation 
to death camps. The victims were 
cynically told they were being relocated 
for work. 

And yet, up to the moment when 
they were forcibly deported, the civilian 
population had found imaginative 
collective ways to survive the harshest 
and cruellest treatment by their 
occupiers, their tormentors, their 
oppressors. They engaged in quiet 
but crucial forms of daily resistance, 
undetected by the Nazis — supporting 
neighbours with problems, creating 
underground soup kitchens and welfare 
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of the 16 April 
commemorative 
march (top), 

led by women 
activists, and, 

left, the lifesize 
projection of the 
Great Synagogue 
on the skyscraper 
that replaced it 


projects, maintaining underground 
schools, organising music, drama and 
poetry performances, and sharing news 
through underground newspapers. 

On 16 April 2023, after a march 
through Muranow, an important Jewish 
district before and during the ghetto 
times, the bas-relief was symbolically 
unveiled. A group of women led the 
march, holding a floral wreath — a 
six-pointed Jewish Star with ribbons 
celebrating the ‘everyday heroism’ of 
survival in the ghetto printed in Yiddish 
and Polish. Many participants carried 
colourful flags with Jewish symbols. 

As we reached the monument’s 
reverse side, the Krakow Revolutionary 
Choir greeted us with Yiddish songs 
of the Bund — the Jewish workers’ 
movement that played such a key 
role in tackling far-right anti-Semitic 
forces in 1930s Poland. The Bund later 
formed a crucial component of the 
Jewish Combat Organisation, created in 
October 1942, together with communist 
and Zionist groups. 

A young Bundist, Marek Edelman, 
second in command of the Uprising, 
chronicled it in The Ghetto Fights, a 
remarkable book published in Polish in 
1945, and translated into Yiddish and 
English in 1946. 


Women’s involvement 

The keynote speaker on 16 April was 
Zuzanna Hertzberg, a Warsaw-born 
Jewish artist, active today in women’s 
rights and anti-fascist campaigning. 
Her grandfather fought in the Botwin 
company, Dabrowski Battalion, in the 
Spanish Civil War — a unit comprised 
largely of Polish Jews, named after a 
Jewish communist executed in 1926 
for murdering an agent of the Polish 
secret police. 

Through the anniversary week, 
Hertzberg delivered a series of spoken 
word performances in English and 
Polish, in Warsaw’s Palace of Culture. 
One focused on Jewish women 
resisters during the Holocaust, the 
other highlighted Jewish women’s 
participation in the Spanish Civil War. 
Our delegation of seven Jewish socialists 
from London watched both. Using 
photos and clippings from her archive 


research interspersed with her own 
artistic responses on canvas, Hertzberg 
conveyed moving and hitherto obscured 
stories of real women’s lives. 

The actual anniversary of the day in 
1943 when resistance fighters fired their 
first shots and threw their first Molotov 
cocktails at the Nazis who had come to 
liquidate the ghetto was 19 April. 


Shattered world 

The official commemoration gathered in 
front of the Rapoport monument behind 
a temporary security wall. With three 
presidents in attendance, snipers were 
poised on nearby rooftops. At midday, 

a siren sounded. Hundreds of us, who 
had no wish to be associated with the 
hypocritical official ceremony, gathered 
for a ‘grassroots commemoration’ some 
200 yards away at a very poignant 
memorial for a Polish Jewish socialist 
and anti-fascist, Szmul Zygielbojm who 
committed suicide in London on hearing 
that the ghetto revolt had been crushed. 

A sculpture symbolising a shattered 
world stands before a black granite 
relief etched with human shapes, smoke 
rising around them, and a quote from 
Zygielbojm in Yiddish and Polish: ‘I 
cannot be silent and I cannot live while 
the remaining Jews in Poland are being 
exterminated.’ This disturbing memorial 
was not an initiative of the Polish 
state but funded through personal 
donations, internationally, encouraged 
by Edelman. 

After an open act of anti-Nazi 
defiance, Zygielbojm was hidden, then 
smuggled out of Warsaw in January 
1940 with a crucial mission to lobby and 
mobilise Western powers to undertake 
extraordinary actions to assist and offer 
sanctuary to Poland’s Jews. After a 
perilous journey across Nazi Germany, 
he reached Belgium and gave a shocking 
first-hand report of the brutality the 
Nazis were inflicting on Jews in occupied 
Poland. He sent on to politicians, 
diplomats and the press the updates 
he received through underground 
resistance networks describing the 
escalating crimes against the Jews, 
including mass murder by poison gas. 

From late March 1942 to May 1943 he 
represented the Bund on the National 
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Council of the Polish Government 

in Exile in London. On 11 May, after 
hearing that the uprising had been 
crushed, he committed suicide at his 
flat, leaving a set of letters making clear 
that this was an act of protest against 
the Allied powers who had not done 
enough to save Jewish lives. 

By the Zygielbojm monument a choir 
from a humanist school in Warsaw, 
which promotes multiculturalism and 
internationalism, sang Yiddish Bundist 
songs. Extracts were read in Polish from 
Edelman’s memoirs. I was asked by 
Paula Sawicka, from the Open Republic 
Association against Anti-Semitism and 
Xenophobia (Otwarta Rzeczpospolita), 
to read English translations of these. 

Sawicka said it was Edelman who 
had originally inspired these grassroots 
commemorations, by coming privately 
to the memorial route, ‘accompanied 
by a growing group of friends who 
understood the need for remembrance, 
less official and more personal ... 

a spontaneous gesture that had no 
organiser and still does not. Everything 
is done by volunteers. People need a 
signal and Open Republic gives it’. 


Tributes 

We marched from Zygielbojm’s 
shattered world, to the memorials at 
Mila 18, where, in the final days of the 
uprising, most of the surviving resisters 
were trapped in a bunker completely 
surrounded by Nazis. Most killed 
themselves rather than let the Nazis 
murder them. A 40-strong segment 

of the fighters, Edelman among them, 
chose the only alternative — to attempt 
an escape from the ghetto via the 
sewers. The majority succeeded. 

More speeches were made at Mila 18 
and the young choir sang the Yiddish 
Hymn of the Partisans, Zog Nisht 
Keyn Mol (Never say you are going 
down the last road). 

Our final destination was the 
Umschlagplatz memorial, where scores 
of first names of the victims are etched, 
representing the hundreds of thousands 
deported to death from here. I read 
more translated extracts from Edelman, 
specifically about the Umschlagplatz, 
and others read short tributes to 
individual children who had been 
deported from there. 

On the evening of 19 April, a dramatic 
multimedia projection made by the 
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Polish-born artist/film-maker Gabi von 
Seltmann (whose grandfather perished 
in Auschwitz) had its third showing on 
the Blue Skyscraper that now occupies 
the site of the Great Synagogue of 
Warsaw. The projection was first 
shown on the Ghetto Uprising’s 75th 
anniversary in 2018. 

On 16 May 1943, the Nazis destroyed 
the Great Synagogue that stood on 
Tlomackie Street, and SS Commander 
Jurgen Stroop reported to Hitler that 
the city was now judenfrei — Jew-free. 
Warsaw’s cathedral was rebuilt after the 
war, but the Great Synagogue was not. 
More recently, the Blue Skyscraper was 
constructed on the site. 

All lights in the building were turned 
off before 9pm. For two hours the 
6-minute projection played on a loop. 
Archived recordings of the pre-war 
synagogue cantor could be heard as 
a life-size image of the synagogue 
appeared on the building, as if rising 
from the ruins. Above the synagogue 
projection, was one Yiddish word: libe — 
love. The show ended with a recording 
by Irena Klepfisz of her haunting poem 
Bashert (Fate) in English. Today, 
Klepfisz lives in New York. She was 
born in the Warsaw Ghetto in 1941. 

Her father, Michal, also a Bund activist, 
was killed on the second day of the 
Ghetto Uprising, aged 30. 

The final event during our week-long 
visit was a guided walk led by Paula 
Sawicka, through the rebuilt ghetto 
area, revealing traces of Edelman and 
Michal Klepfisz at locations significant 
to them. Sawicka discovered these 
places at first hand from Edelman. She 
wants to help ‘restore the memory of 
the destroyed Jewish world to the city’s 
consciousness’ and spread awareness 
that ‘when we walk along the wide, 
bright and green streets’, once within 
the ghetto, ‘we are walking on graves’. 

On the walk, we stopped by a school 
building with a mural of Edelman on 
its wall, with a quote as much for our 
own times as his: ‘Nienawis¢ jest latwa. 
Mitosé wymaga wysitku i poswiecenia.’ 
Hate is easy. Love requires effort 
and sacrifice. 

We were so privileged to spend the 
week with inspirational anti-racist and 
anti-fascist counterparts in Warsaw 
committed to remembering the past and 
fighting against hate and discrimination 
in 2023. e 
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_ Far right on track to 


take 


majority in Dutch senate 


A party formed in response to farmers’ concerns over government environmental 
plans has been gaining significant Support from the far right, as Huw Davies explains 


n March, the Farmer- 
Citizen Movement, or 
BoerBurgerBeweging (BBB), 
landed a significant win in 
provincial elections in the 
Netherlands, securing more votes 
than Prime Minister Mark Rutte’s 
conservative VVD party. These gains 
put the BBB, which previously had no 
representatives in the upper house of 
the States General, or parliament, on a 
path to become the largest party in the 
Senate when the country goes to the 
polls on 30 May. The BBB currently has 
one representative in the lower house, 
the House of Representatives, founder 
and party leader Caroline van der Plas. 
The party, which was formed in 
2019 following large-scale farmers’ 
protests against the Dutch government’s 
environment policies, counts ex-US 
President Donald Trump and leader 
of France’s far-right National Rally 
(Reassemblement National) Marine Le 
Pen among its supporters. 
Last year, the Dutch government 
. announced plans to cut ammonia and 
nitrogen emissions by 50% by 2030 in 
response to a 2019 court ruling that the 
government’s strategy for addressing 
excessive nitrogen emissions was in 
breach of European Union law. 

Leaked estimates from the Ministry 
of Finance, published by, showed that 
about 11,200 livestock farms would 
be forced to close and 17,600 farmers 
would have to reduce their livestock 
populations for the government to meet 
the targets. 

Unsurprisingly, this news was met 
with anger by farmers who argued that 
the plans would wreak havoc on their 
businesses and took to the streets. In 
October 2019, thousands of farmers, 
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Caroline van 
der Plas, leader 
of the BBB 
(Farmer-Citizen 
Movement), has 
been the party's 
sole member 
of parliament 
since 2021 


organised by the rapidly established 
far-right Farmers Defence Force, drove 
their tractors to The Hague, causing 
traffic jams for more than 1,000 
kilometres. 

Since then, farmers have continued 
their protests, blocking government 
buildings with tractors and dumping 
animal manure on highways. In January 
this year, protesters confronted Finance 
Minister Sigrid Kaag with burning 
torches. 

The protest movement was driven, 
at least initially, by ordinary farmers 
concerned about how the new 
environmental policies would affect their 
livelihoods and it enjoys relatively strong 
public support. However, the movement 
has also garnered significant backing 
from the country’s far-right elements 
who see this as a promising battleground. 

Members of the domestic and 
international far-right, including Dutch 
Party for Freedom leader Geert Wilders 
and Le Pen, argued that the Dutch 
government's policies represented a form 
of tyrannical government overreach and _ 
expressed their support for the protests. 

Indeed, ‘climate tyranny is precisely 


how Trump described the proposed 
government policies at a rally in Florida 
last July, adding his support for the 
Farmer-Citizen Movement in the 
Netherlands. 

Popular opposition to the country’s 
strict Covid-19 measures helped such 
arguments to take hold within the BBB, 
encouraged by conspiracy theories 
about globalists dismantling national 
democracies and importing immigrants 
into Western countries. 

Telegram and Facebook groups 
with large followings have spread far- 
fetched conspiracy theories, such as 
those promoted by conspiracy theorist 
David Icke, claiming that the Dutch 
government intends to close farms to 
limit the country’s food supply, and more 
easily control the population. 

Some lawmakers and right-wing 
commentators have even suggested that 
the government wants to shut down 
farms in order to house asylum-seekers. 

The recent election success of BBB will 
undoubtedly have a significant impact on 
the government’s environmental plans 
by curtailing and/or slowing them down. 
Being the largest party in the upper 
house, the BBB can now block legislation 
agreed in the lower house. 

The rest of Europe must take note. 
The relative ease with which dangerous 
political factions — particularly the far- 
right — can leverage discontent, whether 
that be with green transitioning or other 
economic hardships, is shocking, if not 
surprising. = Nee 

It is yet to be seen whether the BBB, 
now that it has won a significant political 
platform, will attempt to establish itself 
as a fully-fledged far-right political party 
or be content to remain focused largely 
on farmers’ grievances. @ 
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Shining the spotlight 
on extremist activities 


Siobhan Hyland reviews German press coverage of neo-nazi and far-right activities, 
and details news that some groups have been classified as ‘extremist’ movements 


n the previous issue of 

Searchlight we detailed the 

events surrounding the biggest 

anti-terrorism raid to date 

in Germany, carried out in 
December 2022. This event made the 
national and international headlines. 
The planned, but derailed, attempt at 
a coup d’état, ended with many arrests 
and an urgent need to focus on the 
growing emergence of terror networks 
and the threat to German democracy. 
Searchlight is awaiting news of the 
investigations and will report as soon 
as there is any progress. 

More recently, Junge Alternative 
(JA), the youth wing of Alternative for 
Germany (AfD), has been classed as 
an extremist movement. According to 
German public broadcaster and news 
outlet DW, JA has been monitored by 
the intelligence services since 2019, 
which has now classified the group 


36 | Searchlight 


as extremist. Two more groups were 
simultaneously classified as extremist: 
the One Percent group and the Institute 
for State Policy. The classification means 
that the Office for the Protection of the 
Constitution (BfV) can now more easily 
use surveillance or informants to track 
the groups’ activities. The BfV has been 
investigating AfD for over four years, 
and is confident that JA now needs to be 
placed under surveillance. 

In October 2022, Der Spiegel 
discussed the issue when JA elected 
Hannes Gnauck its federal chairman. He 
is allegedly listed with the Federal Office 
for the Protection of the Constitution 
as a ‘suspected extremist’, although, 
in the light of the classification of his 
organisation, that may now change. 
Gnauck was classified by the military 
intelligence service as a ‘suspected 
extremist’ in 2020, for comments he had 
made against anti-asylum seekers. 


Meeting of 
minds 

AfD Junge 
Alternative 
federal chairman 
Hannes Gnauck 
(left) with 
Davide Quadri, 
international 
secretary of 
Lega Giovani, 
the youth wing 
of Italy's anti- 
immigrant La 
Lega party 


He is listed as first deputy chairman 
of the Uckermark district association 
of the AfD and chairman of the AfD 
district parliamentary group. According 
to Taz, a cooperative-owned German 
daily newspaper, the ideology adopted 
by Gnauck has overlaps with the 
Identitarian Movement. Searchlight 
will be keenly watching this man’s 
career and how the German government 
deals with the new turn in the AfD 
youth movement. 


Firewall down 

It would appear, however, that among 
some politicians, staunch opposition 

to AfD may be fading. When the party 
first arrived on the political scene, many 
politicians and political groups vowed 
never to work with it. They proposed 

a Brandmauer (firewall) between 
themselves and AfD, creating a divide in 
the political space between them. 

However, according to global affairs 
and policy publication Foreignpolicy. 
com, this could be changing. In 
December 2022, at a district council 
in Bautzen (in Eastern Saxony, East 
Germany), 19 members of the Christian 
democrat CDU party voted in favour 
of an AfD proposal to cut benefits 
to refugees. The administrator of 
Bautzen, Udo Witschas, came under 
major criticism for this, including 
his comments stating that refugees 
would not be housed in local gyms or 
apartment blocks. 

The leadership of the CDU 
immediately distanced itself from these 
comments and reaffirmed its position 
that people seeking safety and refuge 
deserved Germany’s help. CDU general 
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secretary Mario Czaja reportedly posted 
on Twitter: ‘As a Union [we] have a very 
clear, unambiguous and deeply humane 

’ attitude that is supported by the dignity 
of every human being.’ 


Dresden opposition 
Searchlight has worked in the past to 
expose those who support an equivalence 
between the Holocaust and the Allied 
bombings in Dresden. In February this 
year, anti-fascists blockaded Pirnaischer 
Platz in Dresden, to counter neo-nazis in 
their constant attempts to memorialise 
Dresden by minimising the Holocaust. 

The anti-fascists organised several 
actions to stop the neo-nazis. According 
to People’s Dispatch, and as reported 
by Searchlight, this is not a new 
phenomenon: anti-fascists have been 
standing up to fascists for more than 
five decades. 

What concerns anti-fascists most is 
that the fascists feel comfortable and 
safe in inventing and openly espousing- 
false narratives of history. However, 
the events of February have helped 
bring different groups of anti-fascists 
together, along with supporting parties, 
such as the Socialist German Workers 
Youth (SDAJ), which actively joined 
the protests. 


Third Path 
Finally, do readers remember Der Dritte 
Weg (The Third Path)? This group 
appeared during 2013 as a split from the 
National Democratic Party (NPD). The 
Third Path was founded in Heidelberg by 
Klaus Armstroff, a former NPD member 
who broke away citing the ideological 
direction the party was taking. According 
to DW.com, the group has only several 
hundred members, although recruits 
have been drawn from the neo-nazi 
group Freies Netz Siid (Free Network 
South), which was banned in 2014. 

The group started to gain notoriety 
in 2021, when it turned itself into an 
informal anti-migrant border patrol 
force. According to The Spectator, about 
50 people turned up at the border with 
Poland, armed with weapons, to stop 
‘illegal’ immigrants. However, another 
group, called Action Group Zittau, went 
further, ‘detaining’ migrants at the 
border, who were handed over to the 
authorities, although there appears to 
have been no subsequent news about 
their welfare. 
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SAM - A SAXON 


Now Streaming 


ame ™ 


The story of East Germany's 
first black police officer 


Sam: A Saxon is reputed to be 
the first German production for 
Disneyt+/Hulu, which tells the story 
of the first black police officer in 
the GDR (East Germany). The story 
is based on the memoir of Samuel 
Meffire, the officer in question, 
written with historian Lothar 
Kittstein. Before Meffire joined the 
police, he had a tough life living in 
East Germany. 

As the GDR collapsed, it created 
a space that neo-nazis were only 
too happy to fill. Meffire is quoted 
as saying that they 
openly paraded 
in the streets 
of Dresden, 
attacking black 
people. 

He says that 
his time with 
the police was 
in a place of 
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Serious dangers 

Although these two groups, along with 
all the others that Searchlight has 
spotlighted over the past few years, 
seem insignificant on their own, 

they must be taken seriously. This is 
especially important in the light of the 
failed coup of December 2022. 

The actions of these organisations 
need to be scrutinised. Action Group 
Zittau was part of a direct physical 
action against people fleeing persecution 
and looking for a place of safety. Rather 
than just talking, the group acted, 
which is all part of a move to use such 


and he did not experience any 
race hate in the force. He joined 
the police after the murder of 
his father, to gain the things he 
thought he had missed through 
a turbulent childhood: order and 
stability. During the 1990s, Meffire 
was the face of an anti-racism 
campaign, against the backdrop 
of the growing activities of the 
far right. 

In Sam: A Saxon, Meffire is 
played by Malick Bauer, who has 
starred in several popular German 
productions. The production 
has been made for TV and is 
streaming now on Hulu in the USA 
and Disney+ worldwide. 


Samuel Meffire, with Lothar Kittstein. 
Sam. The German, the officer, the 
man. Translated by Priscilla Layne. 
Dialogue Books, 2023. Paperback, 
£11.95. ISBN: 0349703493. Available 
from 29 June 


tactics more widely, as has been the case 
recently. Such actions can embolden 
those on the fringes of the movements. 

However, it should be noted, that 
such actions do not alert the public to 
the dangers these groups pose. When 
such rhetoric — namely promoting ideas 
of community and putting Germany 
first — is given voice it can act as a pull 
factor, especially when targeted at 
populations in more deprived areas who 
feel marginalised. 

The fight is on for the German 
authorities to continue tackling the 
activities of such groups. & 
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A dangerous 
triumvirate 


Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni’s comments on the Fosse 
Ardeatine massacre during the Second World War set an 
alarming precedent, signalling the start of a process by the 
far-right government to recast the past, warns Alfio Bernabei 


n 2016, a little-known Italian 
parliamentarian, Lorenzo Fontana, 
addressed the congress of the 
Greek neo-nazi party Golden 
Dawn that was already under 
investigation as a criminal organisation. 
Founded in the 1980s, Golden Dawn was 
held responsible for a string of attacks on 
immigrants. In 2013, one of its leading 
members, was accused of the murder of 
the celebrated rapper and anti-fascist 
activist Pavlos Fyssas. 
Fontana, then 36 years old, was in 
no doubt about lending his enthusiastic 
support for the ‘combatants’ of a 
movement internationally known as one 
of the most dangerous neo-nazi outfits 
in Europe. 
He said: ‘I am happy to send greetings 
to the friends of Golden Dawn on 
the occasion of their congress. At 
this difficult time for Europe your 
contribution will be decisive. Europe 
cannot do without Greece. Greece is 
the beacon of that classical Europe that 
we all love and the one we want to see 
reborn from its ashes. It is a difficult 
moment, we need to fight. I know that 
you are combatants and together with 
us I am certain that we will relaunch this 
Europe and return her as a beacon of 
civilisation. Greetings to all.’ 
Fontana’s remark, ‘together with us’, 
must have been intended as a pledge 
of solidarity and co-operation with the 
Italian party to which he belonged and of 
which he is still a member - the League 
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- formerly called the Northern League 
(La Lega). He joined the youth wing of 
the party as a student, before graduating 
in political science at Padua University 
and in philosophy at the Pontifical 
University St Thomas Aquinas in Rome. 
After being elected to the Verona 
city council, in 2009 he was elected 
to the European Parliament. This role 
was renewed at the 2014 European 
Parliament election and in 2016 he was 
appointed by Matteo Salvini, leader 
of the League, as the party’s deputy 
federal secretary. 


Political earthquake 
Fontana’s name has been barely 
mentioned in the British press, but 
in Italy his career has blossomed. 
Today, he is the President of the Italian 
Chamber of Deputies, the equivalent of 
the House of Commons in the UK. He 
was elected to this position following last 
year’s general election that resulted in 
Giorgia Meloni, leader of the far-right 
Brothers of Italy (Fratelli d'Italia), 
becoming the country’s prime minister. 
Fontana is currently properly 
described as the politician who holds the 


third highest ranking office of the Italian 
Republic, after Meloni and the President 
of the Senate, Ignazio La Russa. 

It is when the role of Fontana with his 
political background is given its proper 
place in the ranking order of who holds 
power in Italy that the threat posed by 
the trio of Meloni—La Russa—Fontana 
can be seen in its full significance, 
highlighting the political earthquake that 
struck the country with the results of the 
2022 election that landed Italy with its 
most right-wing government since the 
Second World War. 

Meloni was only 15 when she joined 
the youth wing of the neofascist 
Movimento Sociale Italiano, inheritor 
of Mussolini’s fascist party that was set 
up during the Second World War to 
support the puppet government of the 
Salo Republic under the control of the 
Third Reich. 


‘Meloni is exhibiting the cultural inheritance of Giorgio 
Almirante, former leader of the [fascist party] Movimento 
Sociale Italiano. Her words are aimed at watering down 
differences [between fascists and anti-fascists]’ 
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La Russa, a member of the Meloni- 
led Brothers of Italy party, has candidly 


admitted his love for fascist memorabilia. 


He found it perfectly normal to keep 
a bust of Hitler’s ally, Mussolini, at 
his house. 

The political results of this trio in 
charge of key institutions will manifest 
in due course through administrative 
and legislative matters, but one of the 
consequences that is already clear is 
in the realm of culture. The process 
of rewriting history has begun — on 
a scale that surpasses anything that 
happened since Silvio Berlusconi’s 
first victory of 1994, which brought 
into government the racist Northern 
League with the Alleanza Nazionale 
party led by Gianfranco Fini, formerly 
secretary of the post-fascist Movimento 
Sociale Italiano. 


Atrocities 

An illustration of how history is being 
rewritten is the uproar that occurred in 
March during commemoration of the 
79th anniversary of the Fosse Ardeatine 
massacre, one of the worst atrocities 
committed by the Nazi-fascists in Italy 
during the Second World War. 
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Horror show 
talian President 
Sergio Mattarella 
left), with the 
unwholesome 
trio of Ignazio 

La Russa (second 
eft), Lorenzo 
Fontana and 
Giorgia Meloni 


On 24 March 1944, 335 men, 
including Italian soldiers, civilians, 
political prisoners, Jews and common 
detainees were rounded up, killed and 
buried in a cave in Rome as an act of 
reprisal following an attack by partisans 
on Via Rasella that had caused the 
death of 33 Nazis. The partisans had 
placed explosives that were detonated 
when a formation of armed members 
of the Polizie Regiment ‘Bozen’ entered 
the street. 

The head of the Gestapo in Rome, 
Herbert Kappler, immediately enacted 
instructions from Hitler that ten Italians 
should be executed for every German 
victim. The hurried selection of those 
to be killed was completed with the 
assistance of Italian fascist members 
of the police and of Mussolini’s Salo 
Republic puppet government. Prominent 
on their list were anti-fascist politicians, 
members of the partisan brigades and 
73, Jews. 

It was Meloni’s choice of words 
in her message of commemoration 
of the massacre that caused alarm 
among anti-fascist organisations. She 
said that the victims were executed 
‘because they were Italians’, as if the 
list had been compiled on the basis of 
nationality alone. 

Gianfranco Pagliarulo, president of 
the National Association of Partisans, the 
ANPI, was quick to respond. “The Prime 
Minister Meloni does not remember 
everything. She said that the 335 martyrs 
of the Ardeatine Caves were killed 
‘only because they were Italians’. It is 
important to be more precise: certainly, 
they were Italians, but they were chosen 
for execution on the basis of a selection 
that was aimed at anti-fascists, partisans, 
political opponents and Jews. 

‘Tt is necessary to add that the list of 
some of those who were massacred by the 
Nazis was compiled with the complicity of 
the Italian fascist police superintendent 
Pietro Caruso and the Home Secretary 
of Mussolini’s Salo Republic Guido 
Buffarini Guidi, as well as that of the war 
criminal Pietro Koch, all of them fascists.’ 

Giorgio La Malfa, Secretary of the 
Republican Party, was more direct: 
“Meloni is exhibiting the cultural 
inheritance of Giorgio Almirante, former 
leader of the [fascist party] Movimento 
Sociale Italiano. Her words are aimed 
at watering down differences [between 
fascists and anti-fascists]. 


Nicola Fratoianni, secretary of the left- 
wing party, Sinistra Italiana, asked: “Will 
the day ever come when Meloni will be 
able to write that word: anti-fascist?’ 

More indignation was caused by La 
Russa when he commented, jokingly, 
that, far from deserving to be considered 
an act of noble resistance to Nazi- 
fascism, the partisans’ attack had been 
baseless and dishonourable because 
it had killed only ‘old-age pensioners, 
members of a music band’. 

He sought to further denigrate the 
resistance movement by adding that 
the partisans must have been aware 
there would be some sort of retaliation. 
Later, he was forced to apologise ‘for any 
offence caused’, but his aim was the same 
as Meloni’s revisionist attempt to rewrite 
history and avoid calling the massacre of 
335 men, some children, and Jews, what 
it was: an execution perpetrated with the 
assistance of Italian fascists following 
Mussolini’s alliance with Hitler. 


Revisionist language 
Commenting on La Russa’s belittling 
and distortion of the events, the 

writer Edith Bruck, a survivor of the 
Holocaust remarked: ‘Such words are 
the more serious, given that they come 
from a representative of government 
institutions.’ 

When Meloni finally responded to 
the criticism provoked by La Russa’s 
comments, it was only to make things 
worse by showing that she was not too 
worried by false statements about the 
resistance movement. In her opinion, 
the President of the Senate had only 
trampled on language and committed a 
sgrammaticatura, the term that might 
be used to comment on a grammatical 
mistake by a school pupil, nothing to 
worry about. 

It is through language astutely used 
that historical revisionism operates. This 
old stratagem is becoming an instrument 
of influence guided by the top 
representatives of the most important 
institutions in Italy. 

It is a dangerous exercise that does not 
bode well for the country that invented 
fascism and never completely rid itself 
of it. Italy now finds itself landed with a 
prime minister who only last year, when 
asked to drop the fascist symbol — the 
flame — from the logo of the party she 
represents, simply turned a deaf ear to 
all appeals. e 
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Despite waning support, with many right-wing 
groups now turning to white nationalists, 
Trump still leads the pack of Republican 
presidential wannabes. Leonard Zeskind 
weighs up his chances 


n 19 April 2023, as anti- 
racist demonstrators 
carried placards in North 
Kansas City, a young white 
man who was driving by 
yelled ‘Trump 2024’, in an apparent 
rebuke of the demonstrators and 
their anti-racist goal. That is what the 
name ‘Trump’ now means: a rebuke to 
democracy, equality and plain-old 
good sense. 

A New York State Attorney General 
had convened a grand jury to gather 
the evidence, which indicted Donald 
Trump in early April on 34 counts of 
‘falsifying business records’. According 
to the Statement of Facts, before he was 
elected US President in 2016, Trump 
had had sex with a porn star while he 
was married, and through an elaborate 
scheme had paid the woman $130,000 
to keep quiet. Apparently, he believed 
that a straightforward statement of facts 
would hurt him with voters. 

Trump’s base responded with solid 
support in the polls and a fundraising 
bump. He has announced his candidacy 
for the Republican Party nomination for 
president, and is outscoring any actual 
or presumed alternative Republican 
candidates at this early juncture. 

The Republican Governor of Missouri 
and other politicians pinned the blame 
for Trump’s indictment on George Soros, 
a liberal Jewish donor to education and 
democratic action. They did not blame 
Trump’s 90-second sexual spree or his 
attempt to buy the woman off. Instead, 
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they acted like it was ‘blame the Jew 
time on their calendar. 

When the indictment was handed 
down, Trump called for protests in the 
streets. The New York Young Republican 
Club answered the call. They were 
outnumbered by anti-Trump protestors 
and the police used barricades to keep 
the camps apart. Apparently, fears 
of being arrested kept the number of 
Trump supporters down. The memory of 
6 January 2021 in the Capitol is still too 
raw. Since then, over 1,000 people have 
been arrested for that event. And the 
seditious conspiracy trial of the Proud 
Boys has just resulted in guilty verdicts. 


Polling data by CNN and others indicates 
the size and nature of Trump’s support. 
In January 2023, 32% of those polled 
had a favourable opinion of Trump, 
compared with 63% who had an 
unfavourable view. The poll showed that 
40% disapproved of his indictment, with 
60% approving. Among white people, 
40% ‘approved’ of Trump, but 55% 
‘disapproved’; 63% of people of colour 
disapproved of him. 

People in the 18-34-year age group 
approved of the indictment by the 
highest margin, while those aged over 45 
years had the highest rate of disapproval. 
White people who did not go to college 
registered the highest level of opposition 
to the indictment. The poll also found 
that 31% thought the decision to indict 
Trump strengthens US democracy, 


with the same percentage stating the 
opposite view. 

Trump has a strong hold over a 
minority of the population. This is not a 
traditional Republican Party base, but a 
new constellation that includes regular 
Republicans, plus MAGA (Make America 
Great Again) adherents. The MAGA 
people are nationalists, some of them 
white nationalists. They are newly made 
Republicans. The question is whether 
they will remain Republicans or spin-off 
into the militia and patriot worlds they 
came from. 

During the presidential debates in 
2016, Trump publicly told the Proud 
Boys to ‘stand back and stand by’. 

The Proud Boys told the media that 
they were ‘western chauvinists’, a 
disingenuous way of saying they were 
old-fashioned white supremacists. 

They counted themselves as part of the 
Trump coalition and, when he called for 
that 6 January uprising, they attended 
in force. 

Now, however, they stay at home 
nursing their wounds. Many have 
explicitly rejected Trump and have 
moved in an anti-Semitic white 
nationalist direction. One after another, 
white-ists are walking back from Trump. 
He may get them back in the end, but 
for now the MAGA base is split between 
Trumpers and anti-Trumpers. 


ls 


Leonard Zeskind is the founder of the — 
Institute for Research and Education 
of Human Rights 


Photo: Gage Skidmore 


Spring 2023 


